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SOME PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED 
WITH CANINE AND FELINE 
SURGERY* 


1.—Inhalation Anesthesia in the Dog and Cat 
(Introducing a New Apparatus) 


J. G. WRIGHT, F.R.C.v.s. 
RoyaL VETERINARY COLLEGE, 


Chloroform and ether are the agents almost 
exclusively used for the anvzesthetisation of 
small animals by inhalation. Of the two, chloro- 
form is the more popular, although mixtures 
are occasionally used. 

Chloroform has a number of advantages. It 
is an extremely powerful anesthetic: a concen- 
tration of 0-035 per cent. by weight in the blood 
produces anzsthesia, whilst a concentration of 
0-06 per cent. is fatal. Anesthesia can be quickly 
induced by a concentration of 2 per cent. by 
volume of the vapour in air, and maintained by 
a concentration of 1 per cent. 

For this reason it is possible to induce and 
maintain anesthesia by the so-called open 
methods, allowing large quantities of air, and 
the one most popular in veterinary practice is 
the application of the drug to lint or wool con- 
tained in a jar or tin.' In these concentrations 
the drug is not markedly irritant and does not 
provoke copious salivation or greatly increased 
bronchial secretion. 

Another popular method of applying the 
aneesthetic is by means of the Hobday inhaler, 
in which air is pumped over or through chloro- 
form, by means of a hand bellows or an electrical 
blower, into a leather muzzle which is applied 
to the animal’s face. 

A number of eminent observers consider 
chloroform to be the best anzsthetic for the dog 
and eat.2; 3.4 It is, however, a particularly toxic 
drug, and its use in major surgery in the human 
subject has been largely discontinued on this 
account. The organs which are particularly 
susceptible to its toxic action are the heart, the 
respiratory centre, and the liver. Death from 
chloroform poisoning may be due to:— 

(1) Syncope in the early stages of anmsthesia 

(a) By reflex over-stimulation of the vagi, 
an action which can be overcome by the 
previous administration of atropine. 

(b) By direct intoxication of the myo- 
eardium due to a high concentration of 


* Presented to the Midland Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Stafford, May 12th, 1933. 


chloroform in the blood in the coronary 
arteries, Chloroform and the other anzes- 
thetics which contain halogens have a selee- 
tive toxic action on the myocardium, This 
accident is liable to happen, due to the 
sudden inhalation of a concentrated vapour 
after a period of breath-holding. 

(c) By the onset of ventricular fibrilla- 
tion. It has been shown experimentally 
that the intravenous injection of small 
quantities of adrenaline in the initial stages 
of chloroform anesthesia produces ventri- 
cular fibrillation and death; and it is 
thought that the fear and struggling which 
may accompany compulsion to inhale chloro- 
form, by causing a sudden increase in the 
adrenaline content of the blood, predispose 
to death from this cause, 


Of these three conditions I think the last the 
most important, for one has, on a number of 
occasions, seen death from syneope quickly 
supervene on a prolonged period of excitement. 

(2) Respiratory FaiLure.—Chloroform has a 
marked depressant action on the medullary 
centres, including the respiratory and vaso- 
motor centres. As the result of this, not only is 
the sensitivity of the respiratory centre to 
carbon dioxide cumulation in the blood consider- 
ably reduced, but its blood supply is also inter- 
fered with, consequent upon the general vaso- 
motor depression, with a resultant respiratory 
failure and death from anoxmia. 

This accident is liable to occur unless great 
care is taken once the stage of surgical anses- 
thesia is attained, It is not uncommon in the 
dog and cat, and most operators have been called 
upon to administer artificial respiration in the 
middle of an operation. 

(3) DELAYED CuLorororM 
form has a marked toxic action on the cells 
of the liver and kidneys, and death may occur 
24 hours or so after the administration of the 
drug, consequent upon necrosis of these organs. 

Such an accident, whilst not common, is by 
no means unknown in our subjects, It is par- 
ticularly liable to occur in eases of chronic 
toxzemia—such as extensive sepsis, pyometra, 
cystitis, and pyelo-nephritis—in which the liver 
and kidneys are already damaged. 

It should be borne in mind that the suscepti- 
bility of the liver is greatly reduced by the 
presence in it of ample glycogen reserves, and 
so animals should not be fasted for long periods 
prior to answsthetisation. In cases where this 
danger is anticipated it may be prevented 
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by the liberal administration of carbohydrate, 
preferably glucose, prior to administration of 
the anesthetic. 

Reliable statistics as to the incidence of chloro- 
form poisoning in animals are singularly absent 
in veterinary literature. The large number of 
antidotal remedies which have been introduced 
is evidence that accidents do occur, although 
observers are reticent to divulge the number of 
deaths which have occurred in their hands, I 
believe that if such figures were available the 
proportion of deaths would be found to be high. 
In my own experience I can recall a number. 

In man, Miller® in 1,000,000 cases of chloro- 
form anesthesia, shows a mortality rate of one 
in 2,600. In small animal practice I would put 
the incidence as being very much higher, prob- 
ably as high as 1 per cent. in comparatively 
healthy animals. 

The following figures indicate the number of 
deaths during anesthesia encountered in my 
department at the Royal Veterinary College 
during the year ended March 31st, 1933 :— 

No. of small animals aneesthetised 
No. of deaths during anesthesia ae 12 
DETAILS OF MORTALITIES :— 

Ether poisoning—three’ kittens (healthy 

animals). 

Avertin poisoning—three cats (one healthy, 

and two toxemia cases due to sepsis). 

Nembutal poisoning—two cats (both cases of 

aaery retention due to urethral obstruc- 
ion). 

Chloroform poisoning—four dogs (one healthy 

puppy, one aged but healthy female, two 
cases dystokia with uterine sepsis). 


EXAMPLES : 

Operations performed upon healthy animals: 

Kittens—ovaro-hysterectomy—339, Mortali- 
ties—5 (3 ether, 1 hemorrhage, 1 post- 
operative sepsis). 

Operations performed on diseased animals: 
Bitches—metrectomy (pyometra or dystokia 
with sepsis)—32, Mortalities—8 (2 CHC1,, 

6 post-operative sepsis. 

The susceptibility of cats and monkeys to 
chloroform poisoning has long been recognised, 
and for this reason mixtures such as A.C.E. and 
C.K. have been adopted. It should be pointed 
out that when using such mixtures with any 
form of pumping apparatus the animal does not 
receive the combined vapours in the proportions 
that they are present in the mixture. There are 
marked differences in the degrees of volatility 
of the three liquids—aleohol, ether and chloro- 
form. ‘That of ether is the greatest, and it is 
probable that in the early stages ether com- 
prises the chief constituent of the vapour, whilst 
later, or on a subsequent occasion, unless the 
mixture is renewed, chloroform becomes its 
chief constituent. It will be seen from this that 
mixtures can be particularly dangerous in cases 
of prolonged anzsthesia. 

[A simple experiment can be carried out to 
prove this contention. An easy way of recog- 
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nising chloroform and ether is by their specific 
gravities—ether 720, chloroform 1,500. By 
reducing the bulk of the mixture by pumping 
and yey | its specific gravity at intervals, 
it is found that as the pumping proceeds the 
specific gravity steadily rises, due to the libera- 
tion of greater quantities of ether than chloro- 
form. | 

What are the advantages of ether over chloro- 
form? They are as follows :— 

It is considerably less toxic than chloroform. 

(a) Tne Heart.—Ether is 30 times less toxic 
to the myocardium than is chloroform, and 
syncope in the early stages of etherisation from 
vagal stimulation, direct intoxication, or ventri- 
cular fibrillation, does not occur. 

(b) THe MEDULLARY CENTRES.—In light anzs- 
thesia the agent appears to have a stimulating 
effect upon the respiratory centre, whilst in deep 
aunzesthesia it is three times less depressing than 
chloroform, Depression of the vaso-motor centre 
is less than with chloroform, and so the fall in 
blood pressure is not so marked. 

(c) THE Liver AND KipNEys.—Whilst there is 
evidence that some damage occurs to the liver 
and kidneys, as shown by the presence of acetone 
and albumin in the urine after etherisation, yet 
a condition analogous to delayed chloroform 
poisoning does not occur after ether. 

It has, however, numerous disadvantages. 
Let us review them, 

(1) A considerably higher concentration of the 
vapour in air is necessary to induce and main- 
tain anesthesia: 6 per cent. by volume for the 
former and 3-4 per cent. for the latter. It is 
thus difficult or even impossible to obtain satis- 
factory anesthesia by open methods. 

(2) In these concentrations the vapour is 
irritant and may give rise to a copious out- 
pouring of saliva and bronchial secretion. In 
man the incidence of post-operative pneumonia 
is higher after ether than chloroform, although 
I have yet to see this accident occur in the small 
animals. 

(3) The period of excitement is longer and 
more marked, 

(4) It is highly inflammable and serious acci- 
dents are liable to occur if it is used in the 
vicinity of naked lights. Accidents have 
occurred from the use of diathermy apparatus 
and even electric light bulbs when in direct con- 
tact with the ether vapour. 

It would appear from the foregoing that, 
compared with chloroform, ether is the anzes- 
thetic par excellence. 


The Apparatus 


It has been with these points in mind that 
ny colleagues, Mr. G. Halford and Miss B,. L. 
Lock, and IT have for some time been working 
upon a_ satisfactory method of inducing and 
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maintaining ether anvsthesia in the dog and cat 
without making the apparatus too complex or 
elaborate. It was realised that, to obtain the 
necessary concentration of ether vapour, an 
entirely closed mask would be needed, but that 
provision must be made for an expiratory valve 
to overcome the danger of anoxzemia arising 
from carbon dioxide accumulation in the mask. 

It was appreciated that, however efficient the 
valve might be, there would still remain in the 
mask small quantities of expired air. This was 
considered an advantage rather than a dis- 
advantage, for a slight rise in the carbon dioxide 
content of inspired air (up to 5 per cent.) acts 
as a stimulus to the respiratory centre and 
renders breathing deeper. 

Attempts have been made in both surgical and 
veterinary practice to make inhalation anes- 
thesia foolproof by the use of apparatus which 
delivers a known continuous concentration of 
anesthetic. Such an apparatus would be ideal 
if it conformed with the physiological action of 
the anzsthetics. The concentration necessary to 
induce anesthesia in a reasonable time—say ten 
to 15 minutes—would, if persisted with for 
another 15-30 minutes, prove fatal. As anes- 
thesia progresses the concentration of vapour 
inust be steadily reduced, The Law of Diminish- 
ing Resistance propounded by Gill’ states that 
the amount of a drug required to produce a 
given depth of anesthesia diminishes with the 
time of its administration. 

Little or no claim to originality is made for 
the apparatus, for it is a combination of what 
are considered the best features of a number of 
forms now in use. . 

Angler® was, I think, the first to introduce a 
tightly-fitting, closed mask with a rubber ex- 
piratory valve, into dog practice. It was of 
leather. Brayley Reynolds and others have long 
used similar masks for horses. 

The one we use is made of metal. It has the 
advantage of being cleaner and more easily 
sterilised. The ‘‘ sorbo ” rubber collar fitted to 
it (similar to Payne’s mask) renders sealing 
more effective. 

The ether bottle is graduated to 100 ¢c.es., and 
the metal inlet tube is so designed that the air 
inspired can be directed through or over ether 
by turning a tap at the top. All the fittings are 
made of metal, for rubber corks quickly perish 
when in contact with ether vapour. The bottle 
fits into a metal pan, to which hot water may 
be added to facilitate volatilisation of the ether. 


METHOD OF USE 


(a) THe Cat.—Forty-five to fifty of 
ether are placed in the bottle, and water at about 
50° C, in the pan. The mask is applied, and 
with the “ extra air holes ’’ closed, the animal 
is compelled to inhale air which is drawn 
through or over ether. We generally commence 


with air through ether, and, in adult cats, anzs- 
thesia is present in from eight to ten minutes, 
after which surgical anvesthesia can usually be 
maintained by air over ether. If it is desired 
ty deepen anesthesia, it is a simple matter to 
revert to air through ether again. It is found 
that the depth of anesthesia can be quickly 
changed, using this apparatus, 

As a general rule, struggling is no more 
marked than it is with chloroform, although an 
occasional young kitten is met in which there 
is violent struggling the moment the mask is 
applied. In such a case it is best to use air over 
ether only until narcosis is induced. (One such 
kitten—refer to case list—has died from res- 
piratory failure, using this apparatus.) 

Salivation is not profuse and, whilst an occa- 
sional fit of coughing has been observed, a case 
of vomition has not been met. 

Recovery from etherisation is particularly 
rapid, and there is generally evidence of return- 
ing consciousness in two minutes or so, after 
removal of the mask. 

It is my opinion that this method of anzes- 
thesia is safer than the usual methods of 
chloroformisation in the cat. 

(b) Tue DoG.—Whether or not preliminary 
narecotisation with morphine or nembutal shall 
be adopted will depend entirely upon the health 
and temperament of the subject. In the com- 
paratively healthy, active dog, preliminary 
hnarcotisation is a valuable adjunct to inhalation 
angesthesia. It should not, however, be adopted 
indiscriminately. In cases of advanced toxremia 
the prolonged depression of the circulatory and 
respiratory functions which results, particularly 
with morphine, is often the factor which causes 
death, 

Angler adopted the method of passing a 
stream of oxygen from a cylinder through ether 
and into the mask. He claims that in narecotised 
dogs anesthesia is present in less than one 
minute, and in about five minutes with the un- 
narcotised subject. My experience is that safe 
anesthesia cannot be induced as quickly as he 
suggests. ; 

Our practice in ‘dogs is to use 100 ¢.cs, of 
ether in the bottle. As soon as the animal is 
placed upon the operating table the mask is 
applied to the face and air is inspired through 
ether. During the period of indtiction the opera- 
tion site is being prepared, Anvsthesia_ is 
generally present in from ten to twelve minutes, 
Struggling is not marked, although salivation 
may be profuse. It should be checked by the 
previous subcutaneous administration of atro- 
pine sulphate gr, 1/200 to 1/50, 

Should anesthesia be incomplete by the 
twelfth minute, it is our practice to pass a 
stream of oxygen, from a cylinder, through the 
ether (cases 11 and 12). Anesthesia is quickly 
completed in two to five minutes. Questions 
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may arise as to the amount of oxygen used. 
Our practice is to bubble the gas through the 
ether at a speed sufficient for the solution to 
become briskly agitated. We are convinced that 
this is ample for adequate ventilation of the 
lungs. Should oxygen not be available it suffices 
to pump air through the ether, using a hand 
bellows (similar to the Hobday apparatus). 
Once anesthesia is obtained pumping is dis- 
continued and the bellows are removed; it is 
continued with the animal inspiring air over or 
ihrough ether. 

In the earlier days of our work we were using 
the ordinary bottles with rubber corks and 
glass tubes. In the eat, ether alone was used, 
whilst in the dog, particularly when prenarcot- 
isation was not adopted, we frequently connected 
together ether and chloroform bottles in series, 
using the mixture to induce anssthesia, and 
ether alone to maintain it. I am demonstrating 
these bottles, 

It is of interest to observe the amount of 
ether used. It varies according to the size of 
the animal and the duration of anzsthesia. In 
the cat cases quoted, the average duration of 
anesthesia was 15 minutes, whilst the amount 
of ether used varied from 5 to 15 ¢.es. In the 
dog the average duration was 22 minutes and 
the ether used was from 24 to 62 c.cs. 

Using this type of mask, 55 operations have 
been carried out under general anzesthesia (this 
figure does not include short anesthetisations 
for examination only). 


Details of these are as follows :— 


CaTts—36. 
Ovaro-hysterectomy bite 82 
Metrectomy (pyometra) 
Castration 
Castration cryptorchid ... 
Ventral hernia = 


Doas—19, 


Metrectomy (pyometra) 
(dystokia) ... 

section 

Hernize 

Gastrotomy 

(Esophagotomy 

Bowel resection 

Steinach operation 


Mortalities—3., 


Anesthetic 

poisoning 1 (kitten—ether) 
Metrectomy 1 (post-operative sepsis 5 days) 
Bowel resection 1 (post-operative sepsis 4 days) 


Amongst the advantages claimed for ether 
anesthesia as compared with chloroform, are, 
that recovery from the anzsthetic is much more 
rapid, and that the period of post-operative 
malaise is greatly reduced. 


SECTION OF CAT MASK 
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Cases Illustrating the Use of the Apparatus 
Cats 


1. Eight months Male Cat.—Cryptorchid opera- 


tion. 45 c.cs. of ether in botthe—warmed. 
Mask applied, air through ether. Volun- 
tary struggling one minute. 
4 minutes Anesthesia. 
Air over ether. 
7 minutes Reflexes sluggish, two air holes 


opened. 

9 ‘ie Operation commenced, air over 
ether. 

12 - Air through ether. 

15 “ Air over ether. 

20 “ Air over ether. 

23 Air allowed. 

29 Operation completed, mask off. 


Ether used 10 c.cs. 


Two years Cat.—Parous for metrectomy. 
45 c.cs. of ether in botthe—warmed. 
Mask applied, breathing air through ether. 
No struggling. 

9 minutes Operation commenced, air over 
ether. 

11 ~ Air through ether. 


14 mn Reflexes sluggish, air over ether. 
18 i Two air holes opened. 

23 ie Air through ether. 

24 o Air over ether. 


26 Operation completed, mask off. 
Ether used—122 c.cs. 


. Eighteen months C. Male Cat.—-Street acci- 
dent, large rupture left. inguinal region. 
Preliminary narcosis, Nembutal gr. 1/5 
per lb., dose grains 13. 

45 c.cs. ether in botthe—warmed. 
Mask applied, air through ether. 
4 minutes Anesthesia. 
Air over ether. 


11 ‘* Operation commenced, air 
through ether. 

15 ‘i Air over ether. 

18 ms Two air holes opened. 

19 Ke Air over ether. 

20 ms Operation completed, mask off. 


Ether used—12! c.cs. 


. Seven Months Female  Cat.—Operation—- 
spaying. Student operating. c.cs. 
ether in botthe—warmed. 

Mask applied, air through ether. 
8 minutes A little crying, but no struggling. 


_ Anesthesia. Eye reflexes brisk. 
respirations deep, 24 per 
minute. 

Air through ether continued. 

14 Anesthesia deep, reflexes slug- 
gish. 

15 Operation commenced. 


Air over ether. 


22 Deep anesthesia, continue air 
over ether. 

30 a Deep anesthesia, remove mask. 

36 Operation completed. 

39 Consciousness’ returning, cat 
attempts to raise head. 

45 - Cat moves but gait inco-ordina- 
ted. 

50 Normal. 


Ether used—-15 c.es. 


. Three months Female Kitten. -—Operation—- 
spaying. 45 ec.cs. ether’ bottle—- 
warmed. Mask on, air through ether, 


6. 


10. 


minutes 
whimpering. 


struggling but involuntary 


10 Anesthesia, operation commen- 


ced. 
13 - Air over ether, reflexes sluggish. 
15 sie Mask removed. 
17 Operation completed. 
Ether used—5 c.cs. 


Two-and-a-half months Female Kitlen.— 
Operation—spaying. c.cs. ether in 


bottle—warmed. Mask on, air over ether. 

5 minutes Some struggling. 

8 a Aneesthesia. 

10 Operation commenced, 

12 Anesthesia deep, one air hole 
opened. 

19 Operation completed, mask re- 
moved. 


Ether used—10 c.cs. 


. Twelve Months C.—Male Cat.—Recent street 


accident. Cat very difficult to handle. 
50 c.cs. ether in bottle—-warmed. Mask 
applied, air through ether. Violent strug- 
gling. 
6 minutes Aneesthesia. Respirations 24, 
Pulse 132, Reflexes sluggish. 
8 A Air over ether. 
Examination reveals fracture 
left pubis, with luxation left hip. 
10 me Mask removed. 
Ether used—-10 c.cs. 


. Three Years Male Cat.—-Recent street acci- 


dent, anesthesia for examination of left 
fore limb. Animal vicious. 50 c.cs. ether 
in botthke—-warmed. Mask applied, air 
through ether. 

4 minutes Involuntary whimpering. 


Aneesthesia. Examination— frac- 
ture scapula into glenoid. 
8 Mask removed. 


Ether used—10 c.cs. 


DoGs 
Three Years Male Pekingese.—Obstruction 
of the intrathoracic cesophagus by a piece 
of bone. Animal emaciated, has not taken 
solid food for three weeks. No pre- 
liminary narcosis employed. 100 c.es. 
ether in bottlhe-—-warmed. Mask applied 
air through ether. 
10 minutes Anesthesia. Mask removed and 
an, examination of the oesopha- 
gus made. 


12 Mask re-applied, air through 
ether. 

19 ‘ Operation commenced, air 
through ether continued. 

26 Bone withdrawn. 
Air over ether. 

34 Operation completed, re- 
moved. 


Ether used——24 c.cs. 


Three Months Mongrel Male Puppy.—Obstruc- 
tion of the intrathoracic cesophagus by 
bone. Has not taken food for 48 hours. 
No preliminary narcosis employed. Diag- 
nosis confirmed by radiograph. 60 c.ces. 
ether in botthe—warmed. Mask applied, 
air through ether. No struggling. 

2! minutes Involuntary whimpering, pedal 

reflex absent. Air over ether, 


m= 
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64 Air through ether. 40 Mask removed. 
10 Anesthesia, operation commen- 45 Operation completed. 
ced. Air over ether. | Ether used—0 c.cs. 
15 (Esophagus opened, foreign body 
ul located. , 15. Eight Years Terrier Female, 30 lbs.—Opera- 
: 15-21 ” Extracting foreign body. tion—mammary neoplasm. Narcotisation 
q Air over ether continued. —Nembutal gr. 1/5 per lb., dose six grains. 
29 » Operation completed, mask re- 65 c.cs. ether in bottlhe—warmed. Mask 
: a4) moved. applied, air through ether. A__ little 
Ether used—40 C.cs. voluntary excitement. 
5 minutes Some involuntary whimpering 
: 11. Six Years Female Sealyham, 20 lbs.— Pyo- 9 - Anesthesia. 
: metra—metrectomy. Preliminary narcosis Air through ether continued. 
J —Nembutal gr. 1/5 per Ib., dose 4 grains. 12 o Operation commenced. 
? 100 ¢.cs. ether in botthke—warmed. Mask Air over ether. 
applied, air through ether, 28 Operation completed, mask re- 
15 minutes Anesthesia unsatisfactory, animal inoved, 
whimpering and jerking. Anesthesia very even, respira- 
Stream of oxygen passed tions good throughout. 
R through ether. Ether used—30 c.cs. 
16), Anesthesia complete, operation 
commenced. MorRTALITY. 
; 23 ” Oxygen withheld, air through Four months Female Kitten. For spaying. 45 
ether. c.cs. ether in botthe—warmed. 
i 30 » Air through ether continued. Mask applied, air through ether, causes 
" 37 ” Air over ether. violent struggling. 
‘ 41 Operation completed, mask off. 3 minutes Anesthesia, air over ether. 
i Ether used—45 c.cs. a Deep anesthesia, air over ether 
; continued. 
4 12. Eleven Years Terrier Bitch, 25 lbs. 17 os Operation commenced. 
i Pyometra—metrectomy. Animal has _ not 23 ea Respirations ceased, heart stop- 
‘ taken food for 48 hours. No preliminary ping almost immediately after- 
narcosis adopted. 80 c.cs. ether in bottle wards. 
i —warmed. Mask applied, air through Ether used—10 c.cs. 
; ether. 
. 7 minutes Anesthesia, air over ether. ; REFERENCES 
14 ” commenced, IGray, H. Veterinary Record, 1933, No. x, Vol. 
_ through ether. xiii. 
16 Air over ether. 2Hoppay, F. T. G. Veterinary Record, 1925, No. 
: 21 ua Air through ether. 16, Vol. v. 
; a ” Air over ether. 3WooLpRIDGE, G. H. Veterinary Record, 1922, 
32, ~~ Mask off. No. 35, Vol. ii. 
33 » Operation completed. ‘Gray, H. (As for 1.) 
Ether used—47 c.cs. American Medical Assocn., 58, 1909, 
Hi 13. Nine Years Mongrel Terrier, Male, 24 Ibs. SAmerican Year Book Anes., 1915. 
~ Testicular atrophy (the animal is sexually 7GILL, R. “ The Chloroform Problem.” 
attractive to other males). Steinach opera- SANGLER, E. F. Veterinary Record, 1929, No. 
tion, left No igo 39, Vol. ix. 
100 ¢.cs. ether in botthe—warmed. Mask 
applied, air through ether. No marked (To be continued) 
struggling. 
i 11 minutes Anesthesia. 
23 Yperation completed, mask off. 
breathing air through H At a the Shire 
ether throughout. age Society, held at 12, Hanover Square, on 
Ether used—62 c.cs. ay 24th, to elect a new President to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the lamented death of 
Sir Edward D. Stern, Bart., Mr. A. Thomas Loyd 
7 14. Nine Years Terrier Female, 20 Ibs.—Pyo- was elected President of the Society. 
‘ metra—metrectomy. No preliminary nar- Mr. Loyd was Vice-President of the Shire Horse 
| cosis. 100 c.cs. ether in botthe—warmed. Society in its Jubilee Year, and President in 
: Mask applied, air through ether. No 1929. For many years he has been in the fore- 
4 marked struggling. : ; front of the Shire world and as owner of the 
9 minutes Considerable narcotic — excite- Lockinge Stud has accomplished much towards 
ment. maintaining the high position held by this stud 
20 99 Anesthesia unsatisfactory, whim- when owned by the late celebrated Lord Wantage 
: ering and jerking. the eleventh holder of the office of President of 
: Stream of oxygen passed the Shire Horse Society. Amongst his numerous 
i through ether. successes in the show ring the most notable is the 
25 - Anesthesia with complete relaxa- thrice winning of the mare championship in 
tion. Operation commenced. London with the wonderful mare “ Lockinge 
t 28 ” Oxygen withdrawn, air through Ridgeway Rose.” Even after over half a century 
ether. of shows only two other exhibitors can claim a 


35 - Air over ether. like distinction. 
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THE EXCRETORY SYSTEM OF 
PLATYNOSOMUM CONCINNUM 
(BRAUN, 1901); SYN. P. FASTOSUM 
(KOSSACK, 1910); AND 
P,. PLANICIPITIS (CAMERON, 1928)! 
G. B. PURVIS, F.R.c.v.s. 

ACTING STATE VETERINARY SURGEON, ALOR STAR, 
KEDAH, MALAYA 

Of this species Baylis, 1918.27 says: “ The 
excretory vesicle is small and inconspicuous, Its 
pore is terminal.” 

Ware, 1923,° apparently does not mention the 
excretory system—I cannot now refer to the 
original of his paper. 

Cameron, 1928,‘ and Baylis, 1929, do not men- 
tion this system. 

Lately, in looking over some of these flukes 
from the liver of the cat in this State, I noticed 
one that, with a hand lens (approximately 10 
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magnification), showed more of the excretory 
system than I had seen before, 

By clearing the specimen in carbolic acid and 
carefully adjusting the degree of transparency 
by addition of 70 per cent. alcohol, I have been 
able to make out a large part of this system. 
Accordingly, 1 attach a rough figure which shows 
its arrangement and its relationships to some 
of the surrounding organs. 

In a cat post-mortemed on April Tth, 1933, 
four specimens of this Trematode were obtained 
from the lungs. As these organs were removed 
from the carcass of the cat as soon as the body 
was opened and before the other organs were 
cut (excepting only severance of the anterior end 
of the csophagus), there could be no error as 
to the organ from which the parasites were 
derived. 
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“INDEX VETERINARIUS ” 

In view of the very gratifying response to the 
tentative proposal that the Imperial Bureau of 
Animal ealth should publish an  IJndex 
Veterinarius, it has now been decided that its 
preparation shall immediately be taken in hand. 
The first number, covering the indexing done at 
the Bureau during the first quarter of 1933, will 
be issued some time during the summer. 

Index Veterinarius is intended to be a complete 
index to publications relating to veterinary 
=—" public health, administration and educa- 
ion. 

An annual volume, which will be crown quarto 
in size, will run to about 1,600 pages, and a 
number, consisting of about 400 pages, will be 
issued each quarter. The Jndex wiil be prepared 
on a Gestetner duplicator; the sheets will be 
printed on one side only and will be clear to 
read. Each quarterly number will be glued and 
stitched, and will be well bound with a printed 
stiff paper cover simflar to that of the Velerinary 
Bulletin. 

A specimen page, made up by a random selec- 
tion of a few alphabetical consecutive insertions, 
has been prepared and will be sent on applica- 
tion to those interested. 

About 10,000 references will: be indexed each 
year, each reference being suitably cross-indexed 
alphabetically both under the names of authors 
and subjects and, with cross-indexing, there will 
be about 50,000 insertions in a volume. All the 
information will be readily found, as each 
quarterly issue will consist of a single complete 
alphabetical index of authors’ names and of sub- 
jects. There will, therefore, be a minimum of 
trouble in searching for information required. 

The price is £4 per volume (four quarterly 
issues) including packing and postage. Orders 
should be sent to The Imperial Bureau of Animal 
Health, Veterinary Laboratory, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, Weybridge, Surrey, 
England. 
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Clinical Communication 


THE ADVANTAGES OF EPIDURAL 

ANESTHESIA IN VARIOUS BOVINE 

CASES, APART FROM DYSTOKIA 
AND PROLAPSUS UTERI 


H. S. CALDWELL, M.R.c.Vv.s., D.v.S.M. (VICT.) 
NEWCASTLE, STAFFS. 


I always carry the necessary equipment for 
inducing epidural anzesthesia, and have found it 
au great help in many conditions, some of which 
are described in the following cases. 


Case I, January 31st, 1932.—A fine, big Short- 
horn cow had incurred an injury to her tail 
about a fortnight before, The owner had been 
treating it to the best of his ability, and the 
terminal eight inches of the tail was gangrenous. 
The cow was off her food, looked ill, and 
demonstrated her resentment to any approach 
from the rear by violently kicking. The pain 
from the condition of her tail, and the repeated 
application of irritant dressings, had made her 
vicious. She was nosed and strapped, 12 e.c. 
parsetic was injected epidurally in the first 
inter-coccygeal space, and she was left alone for 
ten minutes, She then appeared more comfort- 
able and was eating hay, and continued to do so 
while I removed half of the tail by docking-knife 
and actual cautery, without any kind of restraint 
being necessary. Complete recovery was 
reported. 

Case II, July 9th, 1932—A roan Shorthorn cow 
had, while at grass, had about six inches of her 
tail torn off.. The missing part was never found 
and the cause of the injury remained obscure. 
There was considerable hemorrhage and, on 
account of the constant flicking of the tail, the 
cow was almost covered with blood; her owner 
had then improvised an effective tourniquet. 
There was extensive laceration, and it was 
necessary to amputate the tail half way down. 
This was carried out as in the last case. 

A few hours later I had to attend again 
because hemorrhage had recommenced. Either 
the cautery was only sufficient to arrest heemorr- 
hage while the effect of the adrenalin in the 
anesthetic continued, and was not able to arrest 
the full blood flow, or else the cow, when sensa- 
tion began to return in the tail, flicked it against 
the wall and re-opened the vessels. A further 
5 «ec. was injected and another joint removed 
and the cow was turned out again. No further 
trouble occurred. 


Case III, April 6th, 1932.—A roan Shorthorn 
heifer, in advanced pregnancy, had prolapse of 
the rectum, which protruded about six inches. 
Fifteen ¢.c. parsetic was injected in the sacro- 
coeceygeal space, and a quarter-of-an-hour later 


~ 


the rectum was returned without difficulty and 
a purse-string suture was inserted loosely round 
the anus. No pain is shown when suturing 
round the anus or across the vulva when epi- 
dural anwsthesia has been induced, and restraint 
is unnecessary. In this case there was no 
tenesinus, the suture was removed a few days 
later, and rapid recovery took place, without 
any recurrence of the prolapse, which is often 
troublesome in such eases, 


Cask IV. May 16th, 1932.—In a Friesian cow, 
a wound beneath the root of the tail and along- 
side the anus, caused by another cow’s horn, was 
thoroughly cleansed and sutured, under epidural 
amesthesia, without any restraint being neces- 
sary. 

Case V.—The successful treatment of pro- 
lapse of the vagina, in advanced pregnancy, has 
been aided by epidural anesthesia in .several 
instances, but one case was troublesome. 


April 30th, 1932.—A red Shorthorn cow, heavy 
with her fourth calf, had a prolapsed vagina ; 
it was swollen and injected, and straining was 
severe and constant, A large dose was injected 
epidurally, the vagina returned and an explora- 
tion made with ease. The os uteri was closed 
and there were no signs of impending parturi- 
tion. Several sutures were inserted across the 
vulva, a truss was applied and the stall so 
bedded that the hind feet were higher than the 
fore. 

After a few hours, straining was as severe as 
before, and was not controlled for long, by re- 
peated injection of sedative medicines. The cow 
did not recover until after parturition, 


Case VI.—In newly-calved cows the genital 
passage may be more thoroughly examined after 
epidural amesthesia. 


December 5th, 1932.—A pedigree Friesian cow 
had a troublesome parturition, but delivery had 
been effected by her owner. The foetal mem- 
branes had been expelled, but the cow continued 
to strain, and prolapse of the womb was feared. 
Twenty ¢.c, parsetic was used and, after a short 
time, the vagina and uterus could be examined 
without discomfort to the patient. The passage 
could be inspected by holding the vulval labize 
apart. A fairly extensive laceration of the 
vagina was discovered and successfully treated. 


Case VII.—In another case a large swelling 
Was seen in the perineum of a cow following 
natural parturition the day before. The region 
was painful and examination difficult until 
spinal anesthesia was induced. Vaginal and 
rectal explorations were then carried out with- 
out difficulty. The swelling was found to be 
confined to the perineum, and was diagnosed as 
hematoma. Recovery followed frequent wash- 
ing with mild antiseptics to keep the region as 
clean as possible. 
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Case VIII.—A large epidural injection is an 
effective aid in the examination of the hip joint. 


May 16th, 1932.—When attending another case 
1 was asked to examine a stirk which had been 
very lame for some days. She did not use the 
right hind limb and I suspected a dislocated hip, 
but she was difficult to examine, as she had 
never been handled. I gave her the relatively 
large dose of 15 ¢.c, parsetic and went to attend 
a case on a neighbouring farm. On my return 
about half-an-hour later, the stirk was lying 
down, and was easily kept on her side by a man 
holding her head down. It was quite easy to 
examine the hip by manipulation and per 


rectum, She got up some hours later and showed . 


considerable improvement and gradually re- 
covered. 

Case IX, October 1st, 1932.—On this date I 
treated a Kerry cow for milk fever, The next 
day she was still recumbent and, on examining 
her limbs, the left hip was found obviously 
dislocated. Fifteen ¢.c. parsetic was injected 
(she was a very small cow) and, after a time, 
the limb could be manipulated without any re- 
sistance being offered. Dislocation with fracture 
of the rim of the acetabulum was diagnosed and 
slaughter advised. 


Abstracts 


[Some Interesting Facts observed in Horses 
affected with Hzmogilobinuria. DeEMoNT. 
(1933). Bull. de Acad. Vétérinaire de France. 


vi. 2. pp. 54-56.) 


Details are given of two fatal cases of 
hemoglobinuria. In the first case a 14-year-old 
mare became affected during cold weather on 
the day after working. The symptoms shown 
included stiffness of the hind quarters with 
tumefaction of certain muscles of the hind limbs 
and shoulder, and discolouration of the urine. 
The intravenous injection of 200 gms. of a 2 per 
cent. solution of potassium permanganate was 
immediately followed by marked symptoms of 
shock, and for a while a fatal issue was ex- 
pected. After a short lapse of time, however, 
the patient got up easily. Three days later 
tumefaction of the masseter muscles occurred, 
und on the following day the mare expired, in 
spite of every possible care and a strict milk 
diet. At the post-mortem examination a careful 
serutiny of the muscles which had shown tume- 
faction during life revealed no other macroscopic 
lesion, and there was no apparent fibrillar rup- 
ture. The masseter muscles showed an 
cedematous infiltration. 

The second case concerned a seven-year-old 
mare which was attacked on resuming work 
after a week’s rest. Discolouration of the urine 
was not present at the onset of the attack, but 


it occurred later, This mare received an intra- 
venous injection of 5 gms, of permanganate in 
100 gms. of water, and this was immediately 
followed by severe shock, though half-an-hour 
later the mare was again able to stand. On the 
third day symptoms were accentuated and 
anuria became complete, death occurring on the 
following day. 
J. 8. 
* * a * * 

[Occurrence of Hemoglobinuria in the Stable, 

the Horse having worked the Previous Day. 

(1933). Bull. de Acad. Vétérinaire 

de France. vi. 2. 56-57.) 


A case of hemoglobinuria is recorded in a 
20-year-old mare which had worked for an hour 
on the day before becoming affected. The horse 
was found down in the stable and unable to get 
up, the hind quarters being affected. Discoloured 
urine was passed later. 

J. S. 
* * * * * 

[Two Cases of Hemoglobinuria in Horses, with 
absence of the Classical A®tiology. Navup1n. 
(1933). Bull. de Acad. Vétérinaire de France. 
vi. 2. 57-58.] 


Two cases of hemoglobinuria are recorded, in 
which the classical history was missing. The 
first case was a vicious horse which the owner 
had kept on a low diet without oats for three 
months in order to overcome the horse’s vicious- 
ness. As, however, this failed, the horse was 
submitted to the writer for castration. The 
horse, which was in poor condition, was led 40 
kilometres there and back to be castrated. 
After the operation, it was kept on a suitable 
diet and led out regularly, but on the fourth 
day it had a typical attack of hemoglobinuria 
in the stable, 

The second case concerned a horse which was 
disembarked by a dealer during May and imme- 
diately placed in a box and fed on mashes, with 
the addition of sulphate of soda. Oats were 
withheld and, two days later, without having 
left its box, the horse was affected with hzmo- 
globinuria and died in ten hours, Where, in 
these two cases, asks the writer, were the 
usually associated factors of a liberal diet, re- 
turn to work after a period of rest, and 
conditions of cold? . 

J. S. 
* * * * * 
[Epidural Injections of the Spine in Bovines. 

(Trans. title.) F. Renrer. (1933). Recueil de 

Méd. Vét. de VEcole d’Alfort. clx. No. 3. 

137-141. (2 radiographs.)] 


The author, whose thesis ‘‘ Epidural Anszs- 
thesia of the Spine in Bovines ’’ was published 
in May, 1930, in the same journal, reverts to 
his subject, and, in collaboration with M. 
Vaudenbusche, estimates the average amount of 
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an injection necessary to fill the epidural space 
from the first intercoccygeal space to its pos- 
terior termination. 

He first rejected methods relying on post- 
mortem findings (injections of coloured solutions 
and gelatinised solutions) because gross varia- 
tions followed their use, and also their findings 
could not be related to a living patient in the 
standing position. 

Plaster of Paris in the form of the smoothest 
cream could not be adapted to use by any 
ordinary injection needle, They therefore used 
lipiodol, together with a portable Phillips’ X-ray 
apparatus, on the living subject (medium-sized 
animals of the Normandy breed). 

Two radiographs of the tail are illustrated, 
being taken from the side. A third one taken in 
the median plane was unfortunately lost. 

Good contrast was obtained, the epidural in- 
jection being readily defined, homogeneous and 
continuous, The important space between the 
first two coccygeal vertebrae was clearly defined. 
The injection is made through the second inter- 
cocecygeal space, which is almost identical to the 
first. One radiograph shows the method of in- 
jection; it must be oblique, from above to below, 
and from behind forwards, so that the finish of 
the needle tract just touches the bone of second 
tail vertebra, and is in opposition to the dorsal 
aspect of the spine. (If done vertically the 
needle may be hooded by the intervertebral 
cartilage, and prevent free use of the syringe.) 

The oily solution of iodine penetrates towards 
the extremity of the spinal canal in two or three 
minutes, through gravitation, in spite of its 
great viscosity. The authors think an anesthetic 
solution would reach the epidural extremity in 
the same time as lipiodol, because although less 
dense it is also less viscid. 

The essential of an anesthetic injection is that 
it be made slowly, and so reaches the extremity 
of the space. From this point fixe arises a 
continuous column of the injected substance, 
varying with the amount used. They found that 
the average amount of lipiodol required to fill 
the epidural space from its extremity to the first 
intercoceygeal space was 15 

The practical application of their methods lies 
in the fact that an anesthetic action upon a 
varying length of the spine can be roughly esti- 
mated. Also that sudden decubitus through 
anesthesia of nerves arising from the sacral 
portion of the spine is likely to be avoided. 


* * * * * 


[Reflections upon Epidural Anesthesia. (Trans. 
title.) (1933). Recueil de Méd. 


de l’Ecole d’Alfort. cix. No. 4. 208-210.) 


The author remarks that this method of 
anesthesia appears to be in ever-increasing 
vogue among veterinary surgeons, and that 


whatever the point of inoculation chosen, most 
of them are of opinion that it is quite a safe 
process, while none have mentioned any unfor- 
tunate sequel. 

He reiterates that wherever the anesthetic is 
used or whatever its mode of administration, 
some subjects are particularly susceptible. 

Contra-indications are stated to be debilitat- 
ing diseases with anzemia, even after preparatory 
cardiac tonic and antiseptic medication, and 
the author mentions distomatosis, contagious 
abortion and foot-and-mouth disease. 

In addition, strangulated hernia is a condition 
in which the strangulated portion of the bowel 


_Inay rupture under the influence of the pneumo- 
. gastric, when the compensating action of the 


sympathetic is removed, 

It is claimed that, although colouring matter 
when injected epidurally only stains the ex- 
ternal surface of the dura mater and leaves the 
cord quite unaltered, this does not mean that an 
anesthetic solution, when similarly injected, 
will be quite without effect on the dura mater. 
It may act as an irritant, and so alter the sheath 
as to make it permeable by pathogenic germs 
circulating in the blood. Two succeeding injec- 
tions appear to be more dangerous in this 
connection, and he cites a case. 

With this assumption, retained placenta, irre- 
ducible by hand, should never be treated by 
epidural anesthesia. 

Embryotomy may be rendered more difficult 
through epidural anesthesia. 

C. Vv. W. 


* * * % * 


[Rumenotomy in Cattle. Baumaurer, L. (1933). 
Tierarztl. Rdsch. 32. No. 3. pp. 40-42.] 
The author discusses the relative frequency 

of tympanites and impaction of the rumen in 

cattle in certain parts of Poland and states that 
the latter is comparatively rare. 

Amongst the many causes referred to are: 
the feeding of clover aftermath, large quantities 
of raw potatoes, turnip leaves and fresh-cut, 
half-withered grass. Animals well advanced in 
pregnancy, with restricted rumenal capacity, 
were prone to impaction, for they frequently 
bolted their food to get it all eaten before being 
turned out, rumination being thus interfered 
with. 

The symptoms are described in full. 

The technique of rumenotomy is given in 
detail and varies somewhat according to the 
state of the patient, An 8 em. diagonal incision 
is made high up in the left flank and the neces- 
sary precautions taken to keep the wall of the 
rumen in close apposition to the skin. Thymol 
and formalin are used as internal disinfectants. 
The wound should heal in 14 days if the removal 
of the ingesta has not been prolonged. 

N. S. B. 
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Report 


REPORT OF THE VETERINARY 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL, DEPARTMENT 
OF AGRICULTURE, CANADA, FOR 

THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31st, 

1932* 

The Veterinary Director General opens his 
report by referring to foot-and-mouth disease ; 
he pays tribute to the efforts of the Veterinary 
Staff of the British Ministry in controlling out- 
breaks under most discouraging conditions, and 
expresses the hope that it soon will be possible 
to import cattle, sheep and pigs from this 
country. 

SCHEDULED DISEASES. 

There were no extensive outbreaks of con- 
tagious disease throughout the Dominion during 
the year. There have been no cases of dourine 
for twelve years and no cases of sheep scab for 
four years. One horse was slaughtered for 
glanders in the province of Quebec; and one 
limited outbreak of hog cholera occurred in 
Ontario. 

The rabies situation continues to improve—a 
few confirmed cases were located in the pre- 
viously infected territory in Ontario and Quebec. 

Two outbreaks of anthrax were dealt with; 
one in a horse camp in Manitoba involving 219 
animals, with 25 fatalities; the other in Quebec 
in which one cow died. 

The origin of the infection was not deter- 
mined, 

Swamp FEVER IN HORSEs. 

Reference is made to the disease of horses 
commonly known as ‘‘ swamp fever,” which has 
for many years caused serious losses, The 
disease is not a scheduled one. 

It has been established that the cause of the 
disease is a filtrable virus, but as yet no method 
of artificially immunising animals against it has 
been devised. 

Research is being carried out in an endeavour 
to ascertain the facts in regard to the nature of 
the virus, the natural modes of transmission ; 
and the development of a reliable blood test for 
diagnostic purposes, 

REDWATER IN CATTLE. 

Research has been carried out into a disease 
termed red-water of cattle (not bovine piroplas- 
mosis) in the province of British Columbia. 
Work carried out with regard to the chemical 
analysis of soils and plants has not so far re- 
vealed anything of an incriminating nature, It 
has been definitely established that the disease 
is not contagious. Arrangements have been made 
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for research on a large scale with a view to 
discovering the causal factor. 


** DISTEMPER ” IN FOXES AND MINK. 


Serious losses have been experienced on fox 
and mink ranches, from a highly contagious 
disease in many respects similar to distemper 
of the dog. 

Advantage was taken of Major G. W. Dunkin’s 
visit to the Continent to arrange a conference 
with him. The manifestations and peculiarities 
of the disease affecting foxes were fully ex- 
plained to Major Dunkin, and an interesting and 
profitable discussion took place. 

Major Dunkin gave a comprehensive review 
of the distemper research carried out by Dr. 
Laidlaw and himself under the auspices of the 
Medical Research Council, and much valuable 
information regarding the preparation of 
viruses, vaccines and serums., 

He pointed out that it had not been deter- 
mined that the disease of the fox was due to the 
same causative factor as that of the dog, and 
stressed the importance of solving this point. 

Advantage was taken of Major Dunkin’s help, 
and two samples of virus obtained from foxes 
with “ distemper ’’ were forwarded to him in 
England. Prompt action was taken and a cable 
was soon received stating that the virus was 
infective for the dog, and the dog was protected 
by dog distemper anti-serum. The determina- 
tion of the relationship of these viruses is of 
great practical importance. It has not yet been 
shown that dog distemper vaccine and serum 
will satisfactorily immunise against the disease 
occurring in foxes and mink, 

BANG’s DISEASE. 

Whilst no systematic survey to determine the 
incidence of this disease in cattle has been made, 
the disease is prevalent, and is causing serious 
losses to the livestock and dairy industries. 

Livestock owners who have taken advantage 
of the optional policy, have made satisfactory 
progress in eliminating this infection from their 
herds, Some have adopted the double unit plan, 
whilst others, with a Tow incidence of infection, 
have eradicated the: disease by the single unit 
method. Many livestock owners are controlling 
the disease with the assistance of their private 
practitioners, and provincial and other institu- 
tions are conducting the blood ‘tests, 

A group of farmers, with their veterinarians 
and the Ontario Research Foundation, are 
making good progress in a co-operative effort to 
eradicate this infection in a specified area in 
the Schomberg district. Similar action is being 
taken in the Annapolis Valley in Nova Scotia. 
BovINE TUBERCULOSIS. 

The comparative freedom of the Dominion 
from outbreaks of scheduled diseases has per- 
initted concentration of efforts in the control of 
this disease, 
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Out of 1,842,000 cattle tested under the 
Department’s policies, 172,539, or 9°4 per cent., 
reacted to the initial tests, but at the last annual 
tests of nearly a million of these cattle only 
4,755 (0°5 per cent.) reacted. 

Experience has shown that 86 per cent. of 
the compensation cost is incurred at the initial 
and first 60-day retests; it would not be a hard- 
ship to the livestock owner if compensation for 
reactors automatically stopped when _ herds 
under the single unit plan were considered clean, 
and when the incidence of infection in areas was 
reduced to 0°5 per cent. and less. Such a policy 
would serve as a stimulus to the herd owner 
more strictly to observe the regulations, and to 
exhort others to do so. 

More than 180,000 tuberculous cattle have 
been slaughtered since the inception of tubercu- 
losis control policies, 

The great importance of conducting this work 
systematically cannot be over estimated, as the 
reduction of infection in areas only follows close, 
persistent attention. Any relaxation is costly, 
as infected areas do not remain stationary; the 
infection spreads steadily without warning, 
sometimes rapidly, and is often transferred to 
other areas, 

The area control plan is undoubtedly the 
most practical, economical, and quickest method 
of control of this disease, It provides a clean 
area for clean herds and materially reduces the 
possibility of contact with tuberculous animals. 
It has many advantages over single herd 
policies. 

RESEARCH INTO ANIMAL DISEASES. 

The following is a summary of the research 
work carried out by the Pathological Division :— 

(1) The prophylactic vaccination of cattle by 
means of B CG. 

(2) Attempted immunisation of guinea-pigs 
with certain fractions of dead tubercle bacilli. 

(3) Resistance to tuberculosis in guinea-pigs 
by means of B C G vaccine, Johne’s bacilli, and 
dead bovine tubercle bacilli. 

(4) Bovine subcutaneous tuberculosis and the 
problem of skin lesions of cattle. 

(5) The excretion of tubercle bacilli from the 
udder. 

(6) Tuberculin studies, 

(7) Differential leukocyte counts of cattle in 
relation to tuberculosis. 

(8) Theisin ’’—an alleged cure for tubercu- 
losis. 

(9) Serum diagnosis of infectious abortion. 

(10) Studies in Brucella abortus. 

(11) Brucella abortus infection, with particular 
reference to infection in man. 

(12) Studies on B. abortus and culture filtrates 
of B. abortus, 

(13) Equine infectious anzemia and a filtrable 
virus disease of horses occurring in the Ottawa 
Valley. 


Review 


[“ The Professions.” By A. M. Carr-SAuNDERS 
and P. A. Witson. Oxford University Press. 
pp. 536, 25s. net.] 


A long-felt want has been supplied by this 
book, particularly with regard to parents and 
others who are faced with the problem of select- 
ing a profession for their sons and daughters. 
Much ignorance and confusion exist in the 
minds of the average layman with regard to the 
actual status of the various professions, all of 
which are highly organised and individualised. 
In fact, as stated in the preface, ‘‘ within the 
ranks of the professions are to be found most of 
those upon whose special skill the functioning 
of modern society depends’’; and “ every pro- 
fession lives in a world of its own.” That being 
the case, an attempt has been made in this book 
to make clear to all who care to read, the special 
features of the individual professions, both in 
respect of their constitution, education, methods 
of entry into the profession, professional disci- 
pline, professional conduct and economic problems, 
together with a chapter on the professions and 
the public. Members of any particular profes- 
sion are often remarkably lacking in exact 
knowledge in respect of other more or less 
closely related professions. A particularly sue- 
cessful attempt has been made in this book to 
give a general survey of all the important 
features relating to such professions as Lawyers, 
Patent Agents, Doctors, Dentists, Nurses, Mid- 
wives, Veterinary Surgeons, Pharmacists, 
Engineers, Mine Managers, Chemists, Physicists, 
Architects, Surveyors, Accountants, ‘Teachers, 
and many others. 

Those portions referring te Veterinary Sur- 
geons are obviously of special interest to 
members of the Veterinary Profession and any 
layman reading the appropriate articles and 
references would be bound to possess a far 
greater insight into the intricacies of the profes- 
sion than could be obtained from any other . 
source. While unable to speak with any 
authority upon the other professions, we feel 
justified in assuming that the same clear notes 
and reliable information are available in res- 
pect to them, 

The section referring to Veterinary Surgeons 
is, on the whole, a clear and correct description 
of the position of the profession. There are, 
however, just a few points on which some com- 
ments may be made. In referring to the 


(14) Studies in distemper. 

(15) Filter-passing forms of bacteria. 

(16) A disease of swine characterised by a 
chronie enteritis, diagnosed as coccidiosis and 
due to Eimeria debliecki, 

J. G. W. 
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profession as a whole, reference is made to the 
National Veterinary Medical Association, which 
was founded in 1881, and it goes on to say: 
** Until after the war, this Association did little 
more than attempt to bring local associations 
into touch with one another, It had no 
periodical publication. Jn 1919 it was described 
as ‘a mere passive institution; it Possesses no 
drive, and plays a small part in national work. 
It gives no lead and has no voice.’ It was re- 
organised in 1930 and took over the Veterinary 
Record, previously a proprietary journal.” What 
an indictment of the position of the N.V.M.A, in 
1919! and what a change has been secured since 
the reorganisation, which, however, took place 
in 1921, not 1930, when the Association became 
incorporated and took over the Velerinary 
Record, We feel quite sure that the damning 
voice of 1919 would tell a very different story 
in regard to the N.V.M.A, of the present day, 
which has become a strong force, playing its 
part in national work and giving a strong lead 
both to its own members and to the general 
public in matters of public health and animal 
economy. On page 131, the Royal Veterinary 


College is described as a private institution.’” 


This is only correct in so far as it is governed 
by a Board of Governors who, until recent years, 
were responsible only to themselves. At the 
present time, however, the Board of Governors 
is representative of other public bodies, such as 
the Ministry of Agriculture, etc, The responsi- 
bility will be more extended in the very near 
future, since public funds are being allocated to 
the rebuilding of the College, which is, for the 
main part, in a state of dilapidation, and which 
was described by a departmental committee as 
being “a national disgrace.” It is gratifying to 
know that that stigma will shortly be removed 
and that building operations are now in pro- 
gress, which, it is hoped, will result in the 
institution of a Veterinary College of which the 
whole British Empire may justly be proud. 

The constitution of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons is referred to 
on pages 336 and 337. There is now a change 
in its constitution, as there are four additional 
members, nominated by the Government of the 
Irish Free State. A mistake occurs on page 346, 
where it is stated that only Fellows of the 
R.C.V.S. are eligible for appointments to the 
Board of Governors. Members are now eligible 
for such appointments. These slight inaccura- 
cies are of small importance, and will, no doubt, 
-be corrected in any future issue. We strongly 
recommend a perusal of this work by all who 
are anxious to obtain correct information § in 
regard to the various professions. It must have 
been a colossal task, and it has been well done. 

The work of the publishers, the Oxford 
University Press, is all that could be desired, 
and of the standard that we are accustomed to 
associate with those publishers, 
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LANCASHIRE VETERINARY 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION* 


ADDRESS BY COLONEL) BRITTLEBANK AT 
MANCHESTER 


A General Meeting of the Lancashire Veterinary 
Medical Association was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Aytoun Street, Manchester, on Wednesday, April 
19th, 1933, at 3.30 p.m. 

The chair was occupied by the President, Mr. 
T. Wilson, M.R.c.v.s., other members present being 
Messrs. C. F. Shawcross, H. T. Matthews, S. H. 
Gaiger, J. O. Powley, E. H. Curbishley, J. Holroyd, 
J. W. Brittlebank, R. C. Locke, J. Mackintosh, 
J. H. White, J. J. Garside, J. Spruell, F. G. 
Edwards, J. H. Wright, J. Birtwistle, C. 
Hargreaves, H. D. Heggarty, J. B. Garside, A. J. 
Wright, E. Greenway, J. Norbury, A. H. Leyland, 
A. J. Caldwell, H. S. Caldwell, A. B. Kerr, A. L. 
Bragg, and A. L. Mullen (Hon. Secretary). Messrs. 
C. N. Jones, and H. W. Miller was present as 
visitors. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence’ were 
received from Messrs. RK. Hughes, A. B. Mattinson, 
A. W. Noel Pillers, G. H. Locke, and F. Hopkin. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read. 

The meeting went into committee to discuss 
certain correspondence, and on it being resumed 
for general business, a letter from the Secretary 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association 
with reference to the report of the Reorganisation 
Commission for Milk was read. It was decided 
to defer the consideration of the letter until after 
the discussion on the Presidential Address. 

Election of New Members.—On the proposition 
of Mr. PowLey, seconded by Mr. Epwarps, it was 
unanimously resolved that Mr. C. W. Pembrey, 
M.R.C.V.S.,. Preston, and Mr. M. H. Miller, 
M.R.C.V.S., Preston, be elected members of the 
Association. 

Before calling upon Colonel Brittlebank to open 
the discussion on the Presidential Address, the 
President asked Mr. Powley to take the chair. 
Mr. Powley duly complied with the request. 


The discussion on Mr. T. Wilson’s Presidential 
Address was opened by Lieut.-Colonel J. W. 
BRITTLEBANK, C€.M.G., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (VICT.), in 
the following terms:— 

I am very grateful for the opportunity to open 
the discussion on Mr. Wilson’s very admirable 
Presidential Address. It is not usual to discuss 
Presidential orations, and I think there is much 
to be said for the general exemption of such 
addresses, for, during the course of my experi- 
ence, I have seen and heard many original ideas 


* Received for publication, May 23rd, 
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advanced, in such effusions, which probably 
would have remained unuttered if the orator’s 
style had been cramped by fear of criticism. 

There are also, I think, other sound reasons 
for not discussing such addresses, but I think on 
this occasion we must tender our thanks to the 
President for giving us a pungent reminder of the 
way things may drift if we are not careful to 
take a proper survey of the potentialities of the 
future. Times have changed, and are still 
changing, and whether we like it or not such 
continuous changes are inevitable, but I still 
think, as I always have, and as I have said 
repeatedly, that we can, in a small profession 
such as is ours, largely govern our own destinies 
if we are only loyal to ourselves. 

When I first joined this Association 32 years 
ago, | was much impressed by many of those who 
might be termed the leaders and principal sup- 
porters, most of whom now, alas, are numbered 
with the great majority. They were men of great 
loyalty to their profession, great singleness of 
purpose in seeking the general advancement of 
Veterinary Science, and all they did was 
characterised by a wonderful breadth of vision. 

I had just become a whole-time officer—that 
sacred and much sought mecca of to-day—-but re- 
garded in those days probably as being but one 
more example of a lucky fellow, passing rich on 
£200 a year, with a job that anybody could do, 
and so also as one who could not be expected to 
know very much or visualise the outlook of the 
man in general practice, although I had come 
direct to the appointment from general practice. 

The general discussions in this, and other 
similar associations, were, for the most part, 
centred round the diagnosis and treatment of 
disease conditions, and the clinician clearly held 
the field. It is true that preventive medicine 
was becoming somewhat more important, but the 
bread and butter of that day was provided by the 
horse, and if the Executive of that day ventured 
to submit any other than a clinical subject, they 
ran the risk of having a very “dry” meeting, 
and one to many not worth leaving home for’. 

Soon after my appointment I had the great good 
fortune to come closely in touch with William 
Hunting, to whose influence and close friendship 
I owe much, for it was he who constantly insisted 
that he could see the day when the veterinary 
surgeon would become an important factor in the 
field of Preventive Medicine, and this confirmed 
to me what I had so frequently heard from those 
two great friends of our profession, the late Dr. 
James Niven, Medical Officer of Health for 
Manchester, and Professor Delepine, who formed 
and established that great Public Health Depart- 
ment in the University of Manchester. 

It was difficult at this time, however, to get 
much backing from the governing body of the 
profession, who could not be convinced that a 
opportunity lay before them to establish for all 


time the position of the veterinary surgeon in the 
great field which lay before him. 

By the good offices of William Hunting, I met 
some members of the Council of those days, and 
urged them seriously to consider (1) the granting 
of a certificate of fitness to lay meat and food 
inspectors, and (2) the establishment of a post- 
graduate qualification for veterinary surgeons. 
The small group with whom I was brought in 
contact, however, deemed my recital of vision 
of the future to be fantastic, and so a different 
avenue had to be sought, but I had not to seek 
far. Professor Delepine immediately interested 
himself, and carried through the foundation of 
the D.V.S.M. of our own local University. 

This old Association took an active part, and 
also helped financially in this foundation, and 
tribute must be paid to those who worked hard 
to achieve this end. Their names are familiar to 
most of you, and treasured memories to many— 
the late W. A. Taylor, Sam Locke, Edwin 
Faulkner, John Wolstenholme, and last, but not 
least, W. Woods, whom we still have with us, 
and who still occupies the position of Lecturer 
in Veterinary Hygiene, a position which we hope 
he will continue to fill for many years to come. 

The diplomates in Veterinary State Medicine 
of the University of Manchester are distributed 
all over the world, and many of them occupy 
important positions both in this country and 
abroad. The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
have also established the Diploma, and these or 
some other post-graduate qualifications are now 
deemed essential to the whole-time Public Health 
veterinarian. 

This brief historical digression may be for- 
given, but it all concerns the gradual change 
which has been coming during the past 30 years. 
It is true, of course, that the veterinary surgeon 
has been an integral part of local administration 
for very many years, for under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts, the services of a veterinary surgeon 
were, and still are, essential to every local 
authority and usually under the control of the 
Police, who are, under the appropriate Com- 
mittee, the administering authority and_ the 
veterinary surgeon their executive officer. I am 
leaving out the few instances in which the 
Veterinary Officer is actually the Chief Inspector 
under the Act. There were, in addition, a 
a number of centres who employed veterinary 
surgeons to carry out or supervise meat inspec- 
tion. 


Practically all the veterinary surgeons so_ 


employed under the Diseases of Animals Acts are 
practitioners, and although it is true that they 
act for the most part only as executive officers, 
the way this work has been done is sufficient 
testimony to their efficiency. 

So far as concerns the public milk supply, 
the veterinary surgeon, until after the war, 
had very little to do with it in a direct sense. 
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It is true that a few authorities adopted the Milk 
Clauses and employed one or more veterinary 
surgeons to carry out the work, but speaking 
generally, the introduction of the Tuberculosis 
Order was the first step towards the more exten- 
sive concern of the veterinary surgeon with the 
general milk supply, and here he was only 
employed largely in dealing with tuberculosis of 
the udder or “wasters” and it is really only 
since the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act 
came into force that the more extensive employ- 
ment of veterinary surgeons has become an 
increasingly important part of public policy. 
This Act, indeed, lays great stress on the employ- 
ment of veterinarians and even provides for a 
combination of local authorities to secure their 
services. 


Finally, we have the far-reaching recommenda- 
lions of the Reorganisation Commission for 
Milk:— 


“We are of opinion that the appointment 
of a whole-time Chief Veterinary Inspector 
by the Council of each County Borough is the 
irreducible minimum. We hope that such 
an appointment will be considered by the 
great majority of the Councils as the first 
step only in the setting-up of a whole-time 
veterinary service. For the efficient opera- 
tion of the Milk and Dairies Order, the Tuber- 
culosis Order and the Milk (Special Designa- 
tions) Order, we are convinced that a whole- 
time service is essential, as and when the 
supply of qualified veterinary officers is equal 
to it. 

“There is another important considera- 
tion. A whole-time veterinary service would 
be of great value to producers and distri- 
butors of milk, but not to them alone. We 
believe that the. consumer would benefit 
equally, because, if our scheme were adopted, 
he would be assured of an ever-increasing 
supply of reasonably safe raw milk. 

‘Even a single Chief Veterinary Officer, 
giving the whole of his time, could do much 
to organise the service, to co-ordinate the 
work of part-time officers, and gradually to 
bring about uniformity in the interpretation 
of the various Orders and consistency in 
administration within his own area. When 
once such officers were in being, the Minister 
would have the machinery for inducing a 
reasonable measure of uniformity and con- 
sistency as between areas, by means of ‘the 
usual circular letters and other means of 
pressure. 

“We may pause to observe that, in some 
of the counties in which  whole-time 
veterinary departments have been set up, the 
department has taken over most of the 
veterinary work irrespective of whether it 
comes under the purview of the Ministry of 
Health or the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. In this way considerable econo- 
mies are effected by the elimination of over- 
lapping. We have good reason to believe 
that a whole-time veterinary service would 
prove considerably cheaper than the present 
system. 

“On the subject of cost, we have been 
informed that, on an average, one whole- 
time officer may be expected to examine 
10,000 cows three times in twelve months. 


On this basis the examination of the whole 
of the dairy herd in England and Wales 
would involve the employment of about 300 
whole-time inspectors, at a cost for salaries, 
travelling and administrative expenses of 
about £300,000. After allowing for the 
expenditure already incurred by local 
authorities, the additional cost would be in 
the neighbourhood of £200,000. — This 
amount, for reasons already stated, would 
not be reached for several years. The ser- 
vice would have to be built up by degrees, 
and the area under whole-time officers and 
the frequency of inspection gradually exten- 
ded.” 

As an old whole-time officer, it might be sup- 
posed that I would be a whole-hearted supporter 
of the recommendations contained in paragraph 
1, but I am tempted to ask on what grounds are 
such drastic recommendations made? Are we 
necessarily to believe that only the whole-time 
officers possess the necessary skill, or is it because 
the part-time officers’ honesty is suspect? Can- 
didly, I do not know on what basis the conclusions 
were formulated. I am not here to discuss or 
criticise services, I am only here to express my 
views in regard to which line of action will, in 
my opinion, be of the most benefit to all con- 
cerned. 

We members of the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
know that one of our main duties to the country 
is to see that an adequate number of veterinary 
surgeons are provided for the every-day require- 
ments of general practice, the men who have the 
care of our flocks and herds in not only the 
British Isles, but also some of our dependencies. 

I may remind you that during the general dis- 
cussion in the Council of the R.C.V.S. on exten- 
ding the educational curriculum, we have been 
continually reminded that we must be careful not 
to do anything to lessen the supply of men (and 
women) for general practice by making the 
qualifying course too expensive for the average 
remuneration to be expected after; not because 
we could make the educational course too far 
reaching for what we require in a well-trained 
modern veterinary surgeon, but for the more 
mundane reason—were the average earnings 
likely to justify the capital expenditure ? 

Let us look again‘at what happens when any 
appointment (whole-time) is advertised. Very 
nearly every eligible person is an applicant, 
although the salary offered is only small. Are 
we to conclude that the day of the general practi- 
tioner is past, and is it likely that we are to have 
a general State service which will carry out all 
the work at present done by the practitioner and 
the inspector? I can imagine nothing worse, 
but, on the other hand, if we are not careful and 
silently acquiesce in the general development of 
whole-time services, too often more or less in 
sectional or water-tight compartments, I can well 
visualise the time not being far distant when the 
supply of veterinary surgeons for general pur- 
poses would prove totally inadequate, and the 
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Government would say to the R.C.V.S. “ You have 
totally failed in your responsibility.” 

The position of the general practitioner has 
already been well described by your President, 
and [| should myself be doubtful if Mr. Wilson’s 
estimates of net income are not exaggerated if a 
general average be struck. 

I asked earlier on, what is the reason for 
advocating the complete whole-time service man? 
We will, I think, immediately agree that he is not 
more honest; well then, is he more capable or 
possessed of a higher degree of skill ?—and here 
again | think it would be too absurd to allow 
such a supposition. 

I may be told to look at the work done by cer- 
tain whole-time services, but | would immediately 
reply, in what way do they excel results to be 
obtained by a part-time service controlled by an 
efficient administrative head ? The real results of 
work done in the field of preventive medicine are 
not to be assessed by the presentation of nicely- 
prepared statistics, which may mean much but 
often mean very little. 

My friend Major Rabagliati is running a very 
excellent show in the West Riding. Major Peele 
is doing likewise in Durham, and we pay every 
tribute to them, but I would venture to ask what 
results have they obtained that they, as skilled 
administrators, could not have obtained by using 
a part-time personnel engaged under definite con- 
ditions and with proper safeguards ? 

Please do not let us be influenced at the moment 
by any of the wonderful schemes for ridding the 
country of a disease such as tuberculosis in a 
short period, and at the expenditure of millions; 
these schemes are now out of the question, thank 
heaven. We may now return to an era of 
common-sense and realise that the whole question 
of cleaning up the milk supply is a long and 
arduous task, and that, quite contrary to the 
hopes of many, there is no short cut, and that in 
the first instance what is really required is a 
thorough and competent system of regular inspec- 
tion of all herds; but this is only a part of the 
field for a proper veterinary service. ' 

Here we come finally to the cross roads of 
policy and I adhere firmly to the policy that I 
have advocated so long, and that is to make full 
use of the wonderful material available in the 
practising veterinary surgeons of this Country. 

My ideal scheme would be fhat, in the first 
instance, every county should be required to 
appoint at least one whole-time administrative 
and consultative officer and that he should be 
assisted by the requisite number of practitioner 
inspectors, who should work under his adminis- 
trative control. It would be necessary for each 
county to be divided into areas and I can suggest 
nothing better than the present method of split- 
ting the ground to be covered; and I would 
remove the service from police control. 

A proper schedule of duties and responsibili- 
ties should be drafted to which every part-time 


officer would subscribe, and which made each 
officer responsible, under the administrative 
head, for all veterinary services in his area. 


He would be required to keep proper records 
of the work done, and submit reports as required. 
The Chief Veterinary Officer would from time to 
time visit each area and assess the work done by 
his officer in that area. He should give unstinted 
help and advice wherever possible and remove 
the responsibility for all unpleasant and disci- 
plinary action from his area subordinate. In 
course of time a complete history of every farm 
would be set up, and this would be of the utmost 
value in deciding the progress of the general 
schemes, but there should be as little interference 
with trade as possible, and every farmer should 
be made to realise that the object of the service 
is really advisory and developmental rather than 
repressive and inquisitorial. Speaking in the 
light of a fairly extensive experience, I am con- 


vinced that it would not be long before the farmer — 


would commence to appreciate what was being 
done, and learn to rely more and more upon his 
Veterinary Officer. I am not, I hope, foolish 
enough to think that there will not be difficulties 
in the way, but they will not be unsurmountable 
and the “twister” and the rogue will present 
their own special problems. The farmer is no 
worse and no better than any other class of the 
community. He is not in business for amuse- 
ment, but to try and make a decent living, and if 
you once get his confidence he will go far to help 
you. 

Having thus briefly and crudely drafted my 
scheme, I now come to the perhaps dangerous 
question of remuneration for services. 

In the first place, the administrative head should 
receive an adequate salary, and should be classi- 
fied as one of the principal officers of the County, 
on a footing with the Medical Officer of Health, 
Director of Education, County Treasurer, and so 
on. Moreover, his whole-time assistants should 
receive reasonably good salaries, and I thus 
briefly dispense with the whole-time staff. 

From time immemorial it has been the custom 
to pay the County Veterinary Inspectorate on a 
fee basis and some of the schedules would tax 
the ingenuity of a Philadelphia lawyer to inter- 
pret, but I am convinced that such a system is 
both uneconomic and unsound, and I venture to 
think it has contributed greatly to the desire to 
look to complete whole-time service, and would 
strongly urge that an attempt should be made to 
secure consolidated rates of pay to cover the 
whole range of services to be given. 


These services are of a diverse character—there 
is the Diseases of Animals work, the work under 
the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, 
and there should be definite systems of Meat 
Inspection. 

You will, no doubt, remind me of the present 
methods of controlling these services, but is it 


q 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
; 
4 
} 
4 


June 17, 1933. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. No. 24. Vou. xi. 575 


past the wit of man to find a simpler solution 
based on common-sense ? Unfortunately I know 
that under such a scheme some would probably 
receive less than they are doing to-day, but if a 
great and powerful service is to be built up you 
must be prepared to face that, and you will, at 
any rate, have established the veterinary practi- 
tioner for all time, because I firmly believe that 
once the system were tried there would never 
be any need for discussing any other. 

There are many other aspects of the problem 
which it is not possible to touch upon, as, for 
instance, the necessity for a direct supervisory 
connection between the appropriate Government 
department and the various County Councils, and 
the necessity for establishment of suitable 
laboratories in each county or group of counties 
where from time to time short “ refresher” 
courses could be run for the general benefit of the 
service. 

I believe that everything should be done to 
preserve the unity of the Veterinary Profession, 
and it is only, in my opinion, by some such 
scheme as I have submitted that such an end can 
be achieved. 

Finally, lel me say that there is no need to dis- 
cuss these questions in secret. Blaze them 
throughout the country, and I am convinced you 
will be surprised at the measure of support you 
receive. Please do not be afraid that if what 
you say comes to the ears of someone on your 
County Council you will be victimised—this is 
not Russia; and I believe the greater the amount 
of publicity you attract to this subject the better 
for your cause. 

In addition to Lieut.-Colonel BriTTtLEBANK, the 
following members took part in the discussion on 
the President’s address: Mr. F. G. Edwards, Major 
J. H. Wright, Messrs. J. Holroyd, C. F. Shawcross, 
A. B. Kerr, Professor Gaiger, H. T. Matthews, 
G. Mayall, A. J. Wright, E. Greenway, and J. O. 
Powley. 

Mr. T. Wilson expressed his thanks for the 
manner in which his address had been discussed 
and accepted. 

Mr. T. Wilson then resumed the chair, thanks 
being tendered to Mr. J. O. Powley for his con- 
duct of the meeting. 

A letter was read from the N.V.M.A. inviting 
observations from the Association on certain 
recommendations of the Report of the Reorganisa- 
tion Commission for Milk. It was decided that a 
special meeting be called on May 10th, 1933, in 
Liverpool, to discuss this letter in full. 

A. L. MULLEN, Hon. Secretary. 


Special Meeting at Liverpool 
A Special Meeting of the Lancashire Veterinary 
Medical Association was held at the Department 
of Veterinary Pathology, Liverpool University, on 
Wednesday, May 10th, at 3.30 p.m. The chair 
was occupied by the President, Mr. T. Wilson, 


M.R.C.V.S., Other members present being: Messrs. 
H. H. Aldred, H. Burrow, F. T. Blakemore, F. A. 
Ball, G. O. Davies, Warwick Fowle, Professor 
Gaiger, J. Holroyd, H. G. Hewetson, C. Hargreaves, 
R. Hughes, R. Hopps, T. Eaton Jones, A. B. Kerr, 
J. H. Lomas, P. T. Lindsay, G. Mayall, {1 T. 
Matthews, A. B. Mattinson, A. L. Mullen, A. W. 
Noel Pillers, H. Sumner, Junr., E. F. Shawcross, 
J. W. White, G. C. Webster, and W. Woods. 
Apologies for unavoidable absence were received 
from Messrs. J. O. Powley, J. H. Wright, J. Abson, 
H. S. Caldwell, R. S. White, and H. Holroyd. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from. the 
National Veterinary Medical Association inviling 
observations from the Division on certain recom- 
mendations contained in the Report of the 
Reorganisation Commission for Milk, and, in 
particular, views on the following points:-— 

(a) As to the best method of carrying out the 
veterinary inspection of herds as proposed by the 
Commission. 

(b) By whom such inspections should be made. 

(c) How many times a year herds should be 
inspected. 

Reports were received and read from both the 
Laneashire and Cheshire County Veterinary 
Inspectors. 

A lively and instructive discussion followed, 
in which the following gentlemen participated: 
Messrs. Sumner, Mayall, Matthews, Burrow, 
Holroyd, Kerr, Eaton Jones, Mattinson, Fowle, 
Pillers, Hughes, and Professor Gaiger. 

It was proposed by Mr. J. HoLroyp, seconded by 
Mr. R. HuGues, and unanimously resolved: “ That 
in the opinion of this Division the best interests 
of agriculturists and the veterinary profession will 
be served by the utilisation of a part-time inspec- 
torate under the direction and control of a Chief 
Veterinary Officer, whose status should be that of 
a chief official to the local authority.” 

It was further agreed “ That the routine inspec- 
tion of herds should be carried out not less than 
three times yearly.” 

It was unanimously resolved that the report of 
the discussion on the President’s address should 
be confined to the business, Lieut.-Colonel J. W. 
Brittlebank’s opening address and a list of the 
members contributing to the discussion. 

A. L. MuLLEN, Secretary. 


It is reported that last year the Isle of Man was 
entirely free from foot-and-mouth disease, and 
there was the lowest number of cases of sheep 
scab for ten years, while swine fever has not been 
known in the island since 1925. In that year 
113 cases were confirmed, and the Manx Govern- 
ment made it compulsory to boil all swill before 
feeding it to pigs. 

* * * * * 


Charging violation of the state law which pro- 
hibits adding any substance to milk, the Board 
of Health of Buffalo, N.Y., has ordered a local 
dairy to desist from putting into its milk material 
that contains Vitamin D.—Hoard’s Dairyman. 


= 
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YORKSHIRE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY* 


MEETING AT LEEDS 


A general meeting was held at the Veterinary 
Offices of the Wholesale Meat Market, Leeds, on 
Friday, April 28th, 1933. The President, Lieut.- 
Colonel J. A. Dixon, occupied the chair, and there 
were also present: Messrs. E. G. Duncan, 
J. M. McKellar, W. T. McGregor, G. Whitehead, 
W. A. Ireland, W. Halstead, E. F. McCleery, E. 
Ackroyd, A. Watson, W. Crawford, H. G. Bowes, 
D. S. Rabagliati, J. W. Procter, W. R. McKinna, 
T. C. Scott, and S. Sharp. Mr. J. O. Powley and 
Captain W. S. Petrie, of the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, were present as visitors, and Mr. Norman 
Dobson, Research Officer of the Veterinary 
Laboratory of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
attended to give a lecture on Diseases of Poultry. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were duly 
confirmed. The Secretary read a letter from the 
General Secretary of the N.V.M.A., relative to dis- 
temper immunisation and this subject was given 
considerable discussion. 

The Secretary submitted replies he had 
received from the General Secretary of the 
N.V.M.A. to a communication which had been 
submitted to the Veterinary Officers and Public 
Health Committee, in which protest had been 
made that veterinarians had _ recently been 
ignored in instances where whole-time meat 
inspectors had beeh appointed to Public 
Abattoirs. Following consideration of the reply 
received from the General Secretary, it was pro- 
posed by Mr. HALSTEAD and seconded by Mr. 
D. S. RABAGLIATI that in a further letter to the 
General Secretary it should be suggested that the 
circular letter regarding the appointment of 
veterinary surgeons as meat inspectors, which 
was issued by the N.V.M.A. to all local authori- 
ties should now be repeated and that modfica- 
tions in the circular letter should be made, suit- 
able to the change of time and conditions. 

Representatives to Council N.V.M.A.—To allow, 
of the representatives of the Division to the 
Youncil of the N.V.M.A. taking office at the con- 
clusion of the Annual Congress, it was decided 
that these gentlemen should be elected at this 
meeting and for the ensuing period Lieut.-Colonel 
J. A. Dixon and Messrs. D. S. Rabagliati and 
J. W. Procter were unanimously elected. 

Report of Reorganisation Commission for Milk. 
—A letter was read from the General Secretary of 
the N.V.M.A., relative to the Report of the 
Reorganisation Commission for Milk, and_ in- 
cluding a questionnaire on the findings of the 
Commission as they affect the veterinary profession. 
It was proposed by Mr. D. S. RABAGLIATI, and 
seconded by Mr. McGrecor that this matter 
should be first dealt with by a committee, and 
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further (by Mr. Bowes) that the Council consti- 
tute the committee with instructions to co-opt 
such members as are necessary. This was 
agreed to and the committee instructed to report 
to a special general meeting at the earliest date 
possible. 

Election of Member.—Mr. E. G. Duncan, of 
Settle, was elected a member of the Division on 
the proposition of Mr. D. S. RABAGLIATI, seconded 
by Mr. S. SHARP. 

Presentation to the Hon. Secretary.—Lieut.- 
Colonel J. A. Dixon, on behalf of the members 
of the Division, made a presentation of a clock 
and silver salver to the Honorary Secretary on the 
occasion of his marriage. 

Treatment of Sick Animals of Poor Persons.— 

Mr. W. R. McKINNA read a résumé of the First 
Annual Report of the Poor People’s Dispensary, 
at Huddersfield, run in conjunction with the 
R.S.P.C.A. This report gave an account of the 
excellent work which has been initiated at 
Huddersfield, and the congratulations and thanks 
of the members were conveyed to Mr. McKinna 
and his brother, Mr. J. B. McKinna. 

Lecture.—Mr. Norman Dobson, B.SC., M.R.C.V.S., 
Research Officer, the Veterinary Laboratory of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Weybridge, delivered 
a lecture on “ Diseases of Poultry.” The notes 
of this lecture were published in the Veterinary 
Record of April 19th, 1933, and the lecture was 
accompanied by an excellent collection of lantern 
slides. At the conclusion of the lecture Mr. 
Dobson gave a demonstration on live birds of the 
intradermal tuberculin test, sampling of blood for 
the agglutination test, ete. 

On the call of Lieut.-Colonel Dixon supported 
by Lieut.-Colonel H. G. Bowes, the thanks of 
the members were conveyed to Mr. Dobson for his 
instructive lecture and demonstration. 


S. Suarp, Hon. Secretary. 


ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH 


Sir Frederick Hobday, Principal of the Royal 
Veterinary College, in a paper to the Section 
of Pathology and Veterinary Medicine of 
the Congress of the Royal Institute of Public 
Health, recently held at Eastbourne, said that the 
veterinarian was still a great need to the com- 
munity because thera were so many diseases 
communicable from animals to human beings. 
He blamed the public for there being so much 
unclean milk on sale. The public did not appear 
to care to know whether the milk they drank was 
from a tuberculosis-free herd, nor would they as a 
body pay a little extra per quart in order to 
ensure that milk was obtained from an accredited 
herd. If every housewife insisted upon a 
guarantee from the dairyman, tuberculous milk 
would soon be a thing of the past. 

It was also an amazing thing that there was in 
Great Britain the lack of a proper system of meat 
inspection. “It is a lucky thing for us that we 
cook our meat well, but it is a reproach that one 
has to say this,” he remarked. 


| 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


DIARY OF EVENTS 

June 19th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4.30 p.m. 

June 20th.—Meeting of the North Midland 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Sheffield. 

June 21ist.—Meeting of the Western Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Truro. 

June 2S8th.—Annual Summer Meeting of the 
Lancashire Division, N.V.M.A.., 
at ‘‘ Woodhouse,” the Duke of 
Westminster’s Home Farm, Ald- 
ford, near Chester. 

June 30th.—Final date for payment of Annual 
Fees to R.C.V.S. 

July 5th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings begin. 

July 6th.—Meeting of Council R.C.V.S. for 
election of President and other 


* 


Officers. 

July 7th.—R.C.V.S. Quarterly Meeting of 
Council. 

July 10th.—R.C.V.S. Membership Examination 
begins. 


Sept. 18th-23rd.—N.V.M.A. Congress, Llandudno. 
Sept. 25th-26th.—R.C.V.S. Jubilee Memorial 


and Bursary Prize Examination. 
* * * * * 


Obituary 
Str WALTER MORLEY FLETCHER. 

It is with sincere regret that we have to record 
the death of Sir Walter Fletcher, Secretary to the 
Medical Research Council, which took place in 
London, on Wednesday, June 7th, at the rela- 
tively early age of 59. 

Sir Walter will long be remembered by those 
whose privilege it was to know him, for his 
wide sympathies and his broad view of research. 
He was keenly interested in all branches of 
science, and not least in veterinary science. He 
not infrequently expressed himself very forcibly 
on this question, for he believed that this branch 
of medicine had been grossly neglected in the 
past. Indeed, as recently as April 6th, of this 
year, when Sir Walter proposed the toast “ The 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons” at the 
Annual Dinner of that body (the occasion being 
the last on which he appeared in public), he, 
with his customary downrightness, made a strong 
plea for an improvement in this respect. 

Sir Walter’s ability as an organiser of mediéal 
research will be remembered as a milestone indi- 
cative of an advance at once magnificent and 
permanent, for he raised a Committee which was 
at first intended to act merely as an adjunct to 
the Panel, to the largest and most important 
organisation of its kind in the world. 

Parochialism had no part in Sir Walter’s make- 
up. Scientist, man of letters, antiquarian and 
organiser, he was largely responsible for the 
creation of the post of Veterinary Superinten- 
dent of the Medical Research Council’s Farm 
Laboratories at Mill Hill, and by his encourage- 
ment and sympathy assisted in no small measure 
in the formation of the Institute of Animal Patho- 
logy at Cambridge. 
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Above all these qualities there looms out in 
glorious prominence his staunch loyalty to 
colleagues, an example of which was his insist- 
ence on attending the last banquet of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in order that he 
might support his friend and one-time colleague, 
Professor J. B. Buxton, for he was even then a 
sick man. 

Science is considerably the poorer by his 
untimely passing, the veterinary profession has 
lost a staunch admirer, and his colleagues a loyal 
and understanding friend. 

* * * * 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Hewson, Joseph William, Southernby Hall, 
Hesket-Newmarket, Cumberland. Graduated 
Edinburgh, May 30th, 1891. Died June 2nd, 1933, 
aged 62 years. 

The late Mr, J. W. Hewson was one of the best- 

known veterinary surgeons in the North of 
England. 
_ The son of a Cumberland farmer, he was keenly 
interested in pedigree Shorthorns, of which he 
was a successful breeder at his farm at Jerries- 
town, Blackford, near Carlisle. He is survived 
by his wife and three sons. 


_ Death.— Gipson, Esther Ann, wife ‘of George 
Ernest Gibson, M.R.c.v.s., Highfield, Oakham. 
Died June 6th, 1933; aged 63 years. 

* * * * 


PERSONAL 


Appointment.—Included in the appointments 
recently made to County Agricultural Education 
Staffs is that of Mr. G. C. Marginson, M.R.C.Vv.Ss., 
who has been appointed Veterinary Surgeon and 
Lecturer in Veterinary Hygiene for Lancashire, 
vice Mr. C. Blackhurst, M.R.c.v.s. (deceased). 


Will.—Lawson, Mr. John, M.r.c.v.s., of St. 
Annes-on-Sea (net personalty 18,747), £19,486. 
* * % 
PEOPLE’S LEAGUE OF HEALTH: A 
VETERINARY COUNCIL 


The considerable contribution made by repre- 
sentatives of veterinary practice to the People’s 
League of Health’s recent investigation into the 
relation of tuberculosis to the milk supply 
emphasised the close relation existing between 
the diseases of animals and_ the © public 
health, and at recent meeting of the 
Council of the People’s League of Health 
it was decided to add to the administration of the 
League a Veterinary Council upon which the 
following members of the profession have agreed 
to serve: Lieut.-Colonel J. W > Britthebank, Pro- 
fessor J. Basil Buxton, Professor S. H. Gaiger, Mr. 
Arthur Gofton, Professor Sir Frederick Hobday, 
Mr. G. P. Male, Dr. F. C. Minett, Major-General 
Sir John Moore, Major D. S. Rabagliati, Major 
Brennan De Vine, and Professor George’ H. 
Wooldridge. 

By this new devolonment, it is felt, The 
People’s League of Health will be better fitted 
to utilise this relation to the general advantage. 

* % % 


R.C.V.S. DIPLOMA IN) VETERINARY STATE 
MEDICINE 


On the results of the examination held at 
Edinburgh, on June 12th-13th, the following 
candidates have been awarded the Diploma in 
Veterinary State Medicine: Ernest Beaumont; 
Joseph B. Caffrey; E. M. Mackay. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
MOVEMENTS OF OFFICERS 


The following officers are at present in this 
country on leave from India: Majors C. M. 
Stewart, T. F. Arnold and Captain A. G. Ralston. 

Captain A. G. Heveningham is at present in 
this country undergoing a course at the Royal 
Army Veterinary School. He will return to 
Egypt on completion of the course. 

Lieuts. J. R. Stewart and P. A. Reeves pro- 
ceeded to India on June 16th, for a full tour of 
duty abroad. 


RA.V.C. ANNUAL DINNER 


The following is a list of Officers who attended 
the above Dinner on Friday, June 9th, 1933, at 
the Hotel Victoria, when Major-General Sir John 
Moore, K.C.M.G., €.B., F.R.C.V.S., Colonel Com- 
mandant, Royal Army Veterinary Corps, pre- 
sided: Major-General Sir Layton J. Blenkinsop, 
K.C.B., D.S.0.; Brigadier A. J. Williams, b.s.o., 
F.R.C.V.S. 

Colonels.—J. J. Aitken, ©€.M.G., D.S.O., O.B.E., 
W. E. Schofield, A. Smith, F.R.C.Vv.s., 
J. J. B. Tapley, p.s.o., A. G. Todd, C.B.E., D.S.O., 
F. W. Wilson, C.B., €.M.G., F.R.C.V.S. 

Lieut.-Colonels.-E. P. Argyle, b.s.o., A. E. 
Clarke, G. Conder, p.s.o., P. W. Dayer-Smith, 
o.B.E., H. C. Dibben, O. S. Fisher, o.p.k., J. J. 
Griffith, p.S.0., L.A.H., L.R.G.S., F.R.C.V.S., F. D. 
Hunt, o.n.k., F. C. O’Rorke, ¢.M.G., F.R.C.Vv.S., F.C. 
Stratton, L. M. Verney, D.S.O., F.R.C.V.S. 

Majors.—T. F. Arnold, W. E. Barry, J. Bell, 
Rh. E. Bond, A. B. Bowhay, 0.8.£., E. C. Bowes, C. 
Davenport, 0.B.E., F.R.C.v.S., F. B. Hayes, 0.B.E., 

. Hicks, F. Hogg, C. Holland, m.c., W. B. Howe, 
G. A. Kelly, C. J. R. Lawrence, 0.B.£., T. Lishman, 
M. A. Murphy, B. J. W Nicholas, J. W. O’Kelly, 
G. E. Oxspring, J. J. Plunkett, o.p.e., A. A. Pryer, 
p.s.o., T. Sealy Green, S. L. Slocock, M.c., 
F.R.C.V.S., R. T. Smith, R. H. Stalker, E. G. Turner, 
p.s.o., G. F. Watkins, F. J. Weir, P. F. Woodland, 
T. E. Campey, M.B.E. : 

Captains.—F, W. Goodall, O. V. Gunning, A. G. 
Heveningham, H. Jerrom, F. C. Minett, M.B.£., 
J. F. Ives, A. J. Warburton. 

Lieutenants.—J. Clabby, F. L. Cundell, J. D. 
Daly, L. Dalzell, J. A. Langley, I. McLaren, 
D. i. C. Tennant. 

* * * 


* 
VETERINARY INSPECTION NEWS 


Wiltshire County Council, at a recent meeting, 
discussed a motion that there should be appoin; 
ted two junior assistant veterinary officers 
holding the diploma of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, at a commencing salary 
of £400 a year each, rising by annual increments 
of £25 to £500 and that there be delegated to the 
Public Health with the Finance 
Committee the powers of making these appoint- 
ments; that Mr. Golledge, the present county 
veterinary officer and the additional officers to 
be appointed be given definite areas and that Mr. 
Golledge have the general supervision of the 
inspection of dairy cattle throughout the county 
and personally conduct all inspections at farms 
discovered to be producing tuberculous milk. 

By an amendment, carried by 31 votes to 22, 
it was eventually agreed that the commencing 
salary of the officers to be appointed be £350 per 
annum. No stipulation was made as to the 
maximum obtainable. [This salary is below that 
recommended by the N.V.M.A. for such appoint- 
ments.—Eb., V.R.] 
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Dublin County Council have appointed Mr. 
J. A. Flynn, M.R.c.v.s., 5 and 6, Ellis’s Quay, Chief 
Veterinary Inspector for the County (whole time). 
The following Ms.R.C.V.S. were appointed as 
veterinary inspectors: Messrs. F. J. 
Jaly, Swords (Balrothery area); W. E. McDonald, 
Maynooth (Celbridge area); G. T. O’Reilly, Smith- 
field (South Dublin area). 

* * * 


ZOOLOGY AT) LONDON UNIVERSITY 


The Earl of Athlone, Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of London, on Monday formally opened 
the new building for the Department of Zoology 
and Comparative Anatomy, University College, 
Gower Street, W.C. 

The site, acquired on the liquidation of Messrs. 
Shoolbred in 1931, contains a range of buildings 
surrounding a courtyard—since named Foster 
Court in commemoration of the first Provost of 
the college, Sir Gregory Foster—and the building 
on the east side of the courtyard is the one that 
has been adapted to the requirements of the 
Department of Zoology. 

In his speech the Earl! of Athlone stated that the 
Department of Zoology was established in 1828, 
when Professor R. E. Grant, in his first course 
of lectures, proclaimed himself a believer in 
evolution. In 1874, Edwin Ray Lancaster was 
appointed to the Chair of Zoology, and under 
his régime, practical teaching was introduced. 
Lancaster’s personality drew to him many men 
of great ability, who passed on from the College 
to fill a large proportion of the Chairs of 
Zoology of the Empire. His influence deter- 
mined the whole character of the teaching of 
zoology for half a century. 

To ensure an adequate training for students 
of zoology, it had become necessary to provide 
staff and laboratories for the study of genetics, 
comparative physiology, and animal behaviour. 
Through the’ generosity of the Rockefeller 
Foundation, the London County Council, and 
Dr. Rodocanachi, it had been found possible to 
establish posts in those three subjects, to provide 
those who may be appointed to them with the 
laboratories and equipment and library facilities, 
and to bear the heavy cost of their research. 

Professor Sir John Rose Bradford, Chairman 
of the College Committee, presided, and amongst 
the large company present was Sir Frederick 
Hobday, Principal and Dean of the Royal 
Veterinary College. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents, 
* 


* * * * 
DYSTOKIA IN THE MARE 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Perhaps the following details concerning 
the general handling of the mare in cases of 
dystokia will be of interest to your readers—I do 
not intend to go into the actual technique of 
= an abnormal presentation of the 
eal. 

Chloroform aneesthesia is a very great aid to us 
in these cases, and it is essential to give it in the 
case of a vicious or very excitable mare, or 
where an embryotomy has to be performed. If 
chloroform is given, however, we must be pre- 
pared to foal the mare in a recumbent position, 
and this is a drawback because it makes manipu- 
lation of the foetus more difficult. Choose a place 
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with some beams overhead, as it is a great help 
to be able to — the mare into different posi- 
tions; placing her on her back or changing sides 
will often bring within reach something of which 
you are very anxious to get hold. When the 
mare is under the anzesthetic it is a good plan 
to give small doses of chloroform frequently in 
preference to larger doses at longer intervals; 
this very often prevents the pneumonia which 
sometimes follows. 

Immediate removal of the placenta in most 
cases is, I think, not advisable—wait a few hours 
to see if it will come away without assistance. If 
the placenta has to be removed, however, make 
sure there is not a piece left behind in one of the 
horns. It is often a tedious business removing 
a small piece at the very end of the horn. 
Iodoform as an antiseptic in these cases requires 
careful use, as mares seem rather susceptible 
to its poisonous effects. 

In conclusion, if I read correctly that the 
country is becoming denuded of country practi- 
tioners through lack of public work, there will 
be no one left to tackle this very strenuous part 
of our practice. This would be a calamity, as 
our patients would then be left to the mercy of 
the quack, and surely the country practitioner 
desires to have his share of the smooth work 
as well as of the rough. 


Rock Villa, 
Wadebridge. 


June 10th, 1933. 
* ¥ * x 


THE DESTRUCTION OF EAR-MITES 
To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—As many practitioners have asked me for 
the proportions of contents of the Linimentum 
Iod. Carbol. mentioned in my paper on Veterinary 
Otology, published in The Veterinary Record, 
No. 19, Vol. ix, pp. 397-404, May 11th, 1929, I give 
them here: Todum pur. 1: Acid carbol. pur. 3; 
Glycerin pur. 60. Heat must be applied to dis- 
solve the iodine completely. 

This compound destroys the parasites (as 
observed on a glass slid@ under the microscope) 
within a minute—that is, if one judges by their 
rapidly produced immobility. I have no doubt 
that the glycerin plays a great part in choking 
the respiratory apparatus of these creatures. 
This liniment has not only an astringent, but 
also a sedative as well as a disinfecting and dis- 
infesting effect on the internal lining membrane 
of the ear cavity. About three applications with 
about three or four days’ interval between each 
are usually sufficient. 

Long experience has taught me never to wash 
the internal auditory cavity but to loosen the 
dirt or other material by manipulating the root 
of the ear between the thumb and forefinger a 
few times after pouring in a sufficient amount 
of the liniment to reach the drum, what time 
the flap of the ear is held so that the animal 
whether dog, cat, ferret, polecat (fitch), or 
rabbit—cannot shake it out. If there is a large 
collection of débris it can be scooped out by 
means of the loop end of a hair-pin. 

For the chronic thickening of the folds or 
ridges of the internal membrane, nothing is equal 
to tincture of iodine poured into the auditory 
cavity every three or four days. 

Yours faithfully, 
HENRY GRAY. 


W. L. RICHARDSON. 


Kensington. 
June 11th, 1933. 
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VETERINARY INSPECTION SERVICE 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—The combined meeting of the Central, 
Royal Counties, and South-Eastern Divisions of 
the N.V.M.A., held at the Royal Veterinary 
College, on Thursday, June 8th, was a great dis- 
appointment to me. I had hoped _ that, at this 
very critical stage in the affairs of the veterinary 
profession, when we have an opportunity to gain 
the public favour, and obtain recognition in 
public health administration, for which we have 
for long clamoured, a combined front would have 
been presented, and that our motto Vis unita 
fortior would not have been besmudged. There 
are, no doubt, many arguments that may be. put 
forward in favour of a part-time or of a 
whole-time service, none of which would present 
an unsurmountable obstacle, if only the subject 
could be approached in a give and take attitude. 

That reorganisation of the administration of 
veterinary inspection is necessary, we cannot 
deny, and of this the authorities have abundant 
evidence; it was with this end in view that they 
recommended a whole-time service, as “ the line 
of least resistance.” 

Unless candidates for these appointments have 
obtained the D.V.S.M., or some other similar 
degree, I entirely fail to see where they are more 
efficient in this class of work than the ordinary 
M.R.C.V.S.. He must have practical experience, 
and where does he obtain this ?_ I submit that 
in the large majority of cases he_ obtains his 
practical experience by going with a general 
practitioner who has been in practice for many 
years. Surely, if the general practitioner is con- 
sidered capable of imparting this necessary 
knowledge, he is also capable of holding a part- 
lime appointment. 

Uniformity in administration is the ideal to be 
aimed at, and this can never be brought about so 
long as Acts and Orders make it permissible for 
local authorities to adopt, or not, as they please, 
certain clauses by the use of the word “ may” 
instead of “shall” being inserted in the Act or 
Order. 

For many years I have advocated a veterinary 
department of the Ministry of Health, with the 
Chief Veterinary Officer directly responsible to 
the Minister of Health—this department to 
administer the Acts and Orders with which it is 
concerned, uniformly in all parts of the country, 
having a whole-time Chief Veterinary Inspector 
in each county or county borough, with a staff 
of whole-time and part-time Veterinary Inspectors 
under him to carry out inspections according to 
his instructions. 

Memoranda of instruction should issue from 
the central authority from time to time as re- 
quired, and it should be one of the duties of the 
County Chief Veterinary Officer to see that each 
member of his staff received these instructions 
and obeyed them. 

It may be suggested that old part- time inspec- 
tors would not submit to these disciplinary 
measures from men much their junior. To this 
1 would reply that po nag is of far greater 
importance, from a public health aspect, than 
the personal feelings of an individual who is 
under no compulsion to accept an appointment 
if he disapproves of its terms. Personally, I 
would welcome such an arrangement, and much 
prefer to be under a veterinary administration 
where one would be assured of sympathetic con- 
sideration, than under a lay administration who 
are wholly ignorant of the subject and often 
guided in their decisions by other interests. 
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Security of tenure of office should be assured 
to both whole- and part-time veterinary inspec- 
tors, giving them a better status, and rendering 
them independent in their actions. nnn 

Substituted service should be made prohibitive 
to any veterinary inspector appointed, unless 
special written permission be obtained from the 
Chief Veterinary Inspector of his County or 
County Borough, and this should only be granted 
under emergency circumstances. 

The question is one of great urgency, and if 
this opportunity is allowed to slip, all hope of the 
general practitioner receiving recognition under 
the Public Health Administration is gone for ever. 
Yours faithfully, 

J. C. COLEMAN, M.R.C.V.S. 
Swindon, Wilts. 


June 11th, 1933. 


To Epirorn ov THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,_-! should like to refer to the report in your 
last issue of the co-ordination of Veterinary Ser- 
vices for the County and City of Aberdeen and 
Kincardineshire. One gentleman is reported as 
saying: “It might be argued that they had also 
at their service the local veterinary practitioners, 
and that was, to a certain extent, true, but while 
the veterinary practitioners were bound to report 
to the local authority cases of tuberculosis in 
cattle they were in no sense compelled to go out 
and look for such cases.” Then occurs the 
following exhibition of astounding logic by the 
same speaker——“ Thal could oniy be done by the 
whole-iime_ veterinarians.” When reads 
statements like this one wonders whether the 
£990 and ¢927 tales are also as true. Is it not 
time that real facts were stressed and acted upon 
and hazy ideas strongly contested and officially 
contradicted? There are too many of them flying 
about as regards our profession and its work. 
I find that within the borders of Aberdeenshire 
there are 30 veterinary surgeons. Surely among 
this number, and as things are at present, there 
are sufficient men to do the work of dairy inspec- 
tion efficiently and well, and as Aberdeenshire 
men are first-rate financiers there ought not to 
be the slightest difficulty in getting the job done 
satisfactorily from a pounds, shillings and pence 
point of view. 

Yours truly, 
G. MAYALL. 

Bolton. 
June 12th, 1933. 


R.C.V.S. COUNCIL ELECTION 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I shall be grateful if you will allow me 
space to express my grateful thanks to the 895 
members of the profession who recorded their 
votes in support of my candidature at the recent 
election of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

The support thus given me has instilled in me 
renewed vigour and enthusiasm, and | hope that 
my future conduct as a Councilman will merit the 
confidence of my colleagues, which has appar- 
ently been the case in the past. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
G. W. Dunkin. 


National Institute for Medical Research, 
Farm Laboratories, 
Mill Hill, N.W.7. 


June 12th, 1933, 


June 17, 1933. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir.—With your permission, I desire most 
sincerely to thank the members of the profession 
who recorded their votes in my favour at the 
recent election of members of Council of the 
R.C.V.S. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. MACQUEEN. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I would like, through your columns, to 
express my grateful thanks to those who were 
good enough to support me in the recent election 
to the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

I much regret that my efforts, small though 
they may have been, but always willingly given to 
further what I looked upon as the true interests 
of the profession, have not been acceptable to the 
majority of my professional colleagues. 

Yours faithfully, 
D. S. RABAGLIATI. 
County Hall, 
Wakefield, Yorkshire. 
June 10th, 1933. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 
Sir,—May I crave a small space in The 
Veterinary Record to express my thanks for and 
appreciation of the support accorded to me by 
the 951 members of the profession who recorded 
their votes in my favour at the election to Council 
of the R.C.V.S. It will be my earnest endeavour 
to prove that that confidence has not been mis- 
placed, by doing all in my power to further the 
interests of the profession as a whole. 
Yours truly, 
P. J. SmMpson. 
Knowle Croft, 
Shoppenhangers Road, 
Maidenhead, Berks. 
June 10th, 1933. 


To THE EpIToR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—May I be allowed, through the medium of 
your columns, to express my deep gratitude to 
the 816 Fellows and Members of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons who, at the first time of 
asking, were good enough to record their votes 
in my favour on the occasion of the recent 
R.C.V.S. Council election. 

Needless to say, it will be my earnest endeavour 
to justify to the utmost the confidence thus dis- 
played in my determination to do all in my 
power to promote the best interests of my pro- 
fession. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 
W. K. Townson. 
Peterborough. 
June 12th, 1933. 


The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, the 
receipt of the following: — 

Communications from Mr. LI. E. W. Bevan 
(London), Dr. G. W. Clough (London), Messrs. 
H. V. Low (Norwich), and L. Auchterlonie 
(Nottingham). 

Meetings of the Southern Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A., and of the Veterinary Group of the 
Yorkshire Branch of the Society of Medical 
Officers of Health (from Messrs. J. B. White, and 
T. W. MacGregor, respective Hon. Secretaries. 
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